
OCTOBER, 2010           VOLUME  XXVII, # 9 

Friday October 29, 6:00 PM  
At the Community Church Assembly Room, 40 E. 35

th
 Street, New York, NY: 

INTRODUCING THE BRAND-NEW QUEEN ELIZABETH 

THEODORE W. SCULL 

On 12
TH

 October 2010, following a naming ceremony performed by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Cunard’s 92,400-ton 
QUEEN ELIZABETH set out on her maiden voyage from Southampton to Iberia, Madeira and the Canary Islands. Slightly 
larger in gross tonnage than QUEEN VICTORIA, she qualifies as the second largest Cunarder ever built, the third to carry 
the name Queen Elizabeth and the third QUEEN in the present fleet. 

The October program is under the direction of our Program Chairman Theodore W. Scull, who will present a first-hand look 
at the new ship, drawing on a personal inspection in Southampton and on input by other World Ship Society members based 
in England who will photograph the ship and her initial October sailings to and from her homeport. 

Join us as we celebrate Cunard Line’s expanding presence on the high seas and continuing tradition dating back 170 years. 

 

                                                             QUEEN ELIZABETH ON SEA TRIALS                                          (Cunard Line) 

 
ADDRESS:      NEXT MEETINGS:   
PO Box 384     Thursday, Nov. 18; Wednesday, Dec.15 – Holiday Party and 
New York, NY 10185-0384    John-Maxtone-Graham lecture on FRANCE / NORWAY                         
      Friday, January 28; Friday, February 25; Thursday, March 24;   
      Friday, April 29; Friday, May 20; Friday, June 24    
                                

E-MAIL:       WEB SITE:                         

wsspony@gmail.com    www.worldshipny.com                        

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication.  Address to the 
editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address. 

mailto:oceanvoyag@aol.com
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 

 

SHIP   FROM  TO  VOYAGE  PASSENGER(S) 
  

QUEEN MARY 2  New York  Southampton Transatlantic  Connie Weininger 

QUEEN MARY 2  Southampton New York  Transatlantic  Connie Weininger 

QUEEN MARY 2  Southampton New York  Transatlantic  Ted Scull 

QUEEN MARY 2  New York  New York  New England cruise  Connie Weininger 

QUEEN ELIZABETH Southampton Southampton Iberia/Canaries Cruise (MV) Robert Hoffman  

QUEEN OF THE WEST Portland  Portland  Columbia River  Marge Dovman 

CRYSTAL SYMPHONY Southampton New York  British Isles/Transatlantic Bill Miller 

QUEEN MARY 2  Southampton     New York  Transatlantic/New England Bill Miller 

QUEEN ELIZABETH Southampton Southampton Mediterranean / Riviera Bill Miller 

VEENDAM  New York  New York  Bermuda   Hans & Karen Segboer 

RYNDAM   Tampa  Tampa  Western Caribbean  Hans & Karen Segboer 

SILVER CLOUD  Istanbul  Venice  Adriatic/Greek Islands Warren Forbes 

QUEEN MARY 2  New York  New York  Canada/New England-WSS Tim Yoder 

NORWEGIAN JEWEL Miami  Miami  Bahamas   Tim Yoder 

CELEBRITY SOLSTICE Ft. Lauderdale Ft. Lauderdale Caribbean  Tim Yoder 

 

SHIP’S LOG 

 

The new season started with a superb personal recollection by Ted Scull about the P&O-Orient Lines, one of 
history’s greatest steamship companies.  Ted began by giving us a history of the line.  Once nicknamed “The 
Cunard of the Eastern Hemisphere,” P&O began as the Peninsular Steam Navigation Company, founded in 
1836 by merchant Arthur Anderson and shipbroker Brodie M’Ghie Wilcox who chartered a steamer to operate 
between London and Spain.  (The Peninsula referred to was Iberia – the famous association with the Indian 
Peninsula came years later.) In 1837, the line received an Admiralty contract to carry mails to Lisbon, Cadiz and 
Gibraltar, soon extended to Malta and Alexandria. In 1840, the company changed its name to Peninsular and 
Oriental, and pioneered pleasure cruise voyages as early as 1844, well before the North Atlantic lines. In 1854, 
P&O took over the Indian mail service from The East India Company adding service to Hong Kong, Singapore 
and Sydney. The early P&O voyages to India and the Far East involved a transfer between vessels and a long 
overland portion, as the Suez Canal was not completed until 1867.  The Orient Lines, which merged with P&O in 
the 1960’s, was founded in 1878, providing service from England to Australia through the Suez Canal.  
 

After this historical overview, Ted showed some fascinating slides of early 20
th
 century P&O and Orient Line 

vessels, including the STRATHNAVER and STRATHAIRD, all white, three-funnel liners of the 1931-1932 and 
the lovely ORONTES of 1929, with black hull, twin buff funnels and raked bow. Another important vessel of the 
period was the 1935-built ORION, the first of the Orient Line vessels to be built with a distinctive corn-colored 
hull and green boot-topping, with buff funnels.  (This color scheme had been tested in 1934 on the ORAMA of 
1924.)  ORION was even better known for her ultramodern interiors by New Zealand architect Brian O’Rourke, 
which rivaled the contemporary designs seen during this period on North Atlantic liners such as NORMANDIE 
and NIEUW AMSTERDAM.  
 

Ted then moved on to the 1970’s, when he became personally and dramatically acquainted with two great P&O-
Orient liners, the ORIANA of 1960 and the ORSOVA of 1954.  Ted was booked on a transatlantic voyage of the 
ORIANA from Southampton to Ft. Lauderdale, via Bermuda, departing on August 11, 1970.  Just after sailing 
from Southampton at 1:00 PM, fire broke out in the engine room; passengers were asked to don life vests and 
report to their boat stations.  Soon, black smoke was pouring from the ORIANA, and she was towed back to 
Southampton, passing the docked SOUTHERN CROSS, WINDSOR CASTLE and S.A. ORANJE.  Once safely 
back at her dock, the captain offered the passengers the option of remaining aboard ORIANA while repairs were 
made.  Cold food was served, and by 11:00 PM emergency power from shore side produced lighting, but no 
ventilation or water. The next day, the captain announced that repairs could take a full week, and many 
diversions were set up for the passengers’ entertainment.  On August 12, Ted observed the QE2 arriving in 
Southampton, and was persistent in obtaining a berth on the sold-out New York-bound ship.  On August 14, he 
sailed for New York, along with nine other ORIANA refugees; ORIANA finally left Southampton for Sydney, 
three weeks late.   
 

Ted then told us of his wonderful Transpacific crossing on the ORSOVA, from San Francisco to Sydney, sailing 
on June 24, 1972.   Ports of call en route included Vancouver, Honolulu  (where Ted photographed the beautiful  
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P&O marketed voyages like Ted’s 1972 Pacific crossing as a “ Westward Ho! Round World Adventure.” 
  

 (Bob Allen Collection) 

 
1947-built PRESIDENT CLEVELAND), Suva and Auckland.  Australians returning home and those migrating 
from Great Britain let out a huge cheer as they sailed under the Sydney Harbor Bridge.   
 
Ted’s program was a warm, nostalgic look at a bygone era of liner travel.  While P&O Lines still exists (the 
Orient Lines name has long since vanished), it is now affiliated with Princess Cruises, both of which companies 
are owned by the giant Carnival Corporation. The new P&O ships are engaged exclusively in cruising, although 
some long liner routes can be purchased as segments of very lengthy or world cruises.  Since the affiliation with 
Princess and Carnival, newly built vessels are constructed on the same structural / design platform as Princess 
ships. The final two ships designed by an independent P&O were the ORIANA (1995) and AURORA (2000).  
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The magnificent ORIANA. The Chandris liner AMERIKANIS, in Costa colors under charter, is astern.     (Ted Scull) 
 

WELCOME ABOARD 

A warm welcome to our new members: John Lynn & Brent Richards and Michael Boland & John Cunningham. 

TIME TO RENEW 

The WSS renewal notice is enclosed with this issue of the Porthole.  Please complete and return it with your 
2011 dues as soon as possible.  

THE ANNUAL OCEAN LINER BAZAAR 

The annual Ocean Liner Bazaar was held on October 2, a beautiful early fall day in New York City.  An 
enthusiastic crowd had the opportunity to view and purchase liner memorabilia at 17 booths.  Beautiful paintings 
and photographs, ship models, old and new books, and a wide variety of ephemera were on display and sold 
briskly.  We wish to convey special thanks to all of the vendors who made this very enjoyable day possible: Pisa 
Brothers Travel, South Street Seaport Museum, David G. Hume, Daniel Mansolino, SSUS Group (Carl Weber), 
Charles Dragonette, Mitchell Mart, Don Leavitt (Nautiques), Wilhelmi & Bielecki, Ian Robertson, Michael Jedd, 
Allan Jordan, Zamchick & Zuckerman, Hans Segboer, David Fein, Howard Paulman, Bill Miller and Steven 
Loveless. 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

We know that many of you have great stories about your cruises, maritime interests, collections and other topics 
of interest to WSS PONY members.  To contribute to the Porthole, just contact Bob Allen at a meeting or via 
email at oceanvoyag@aol.com.  If possible, please send stories in Microsoft Word format.  Hardcopy stories 
should be mailed to the WSS P.O. Box.  

 

mailto:oceanvoyag@aol.com
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YOUR DAILY PROGRAMME 

SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org Contact via email 
reservations@southstseaport.org or call 212-748-8786. Mini-cruise aboard the tugboat W.O. DECKER: 
October 23 (Newark Bay) and October 30 (Brooklyn Waterfront), both 10 AM to 2 PM.  Decodence Tours (the 
continuing exhibit about the spectacular French Line’s NORMANDIE of 1935): October 23 & 24 and November 
13 & 14 at 12 Fulton Street. Contact the Seaport for details on tour and event times, pricing and reservations; 
cruises depart Pier 16.  

THE SILVER RIBAND AWARD www.seany.org, or call Allison Raven for reservations at 212-748-8568. The 
Silver Riband Award for 2010 will be presented aboard the QUEEN MARY 2 on November 16, 2010 at the 
Brooklyn Cruise Terminal, 11:00 AM – 3:30 PM. Join the South Street Seaport Museum in honoring Maurizio 
Eliseo, Italy’s finest maritime historian, an author and artist who has devoted his career to passenger ships, both 
from a technical and historical point of view.  Also enjoy a wine reception in the Chart Room and a grand 
luncheon in the famous Todd English Restaurant, followed by guided ship tours.   Tickets are $55 for members 
of the Port of New York World Ship Society, South Street Seaport Museum and Tom Cassidy’s Ship Enthusiast 
Group; $65 for non-members. 
 
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP www.liberty-ship.com Contact via email john.w.brown@usa.net or call 410-558-0646 
for information or 410-558-0164 for tickets.  Living History Cruises on the historic Liberty Ship S.S. JOHN W. 

BROWN from Baltimore, MD: Saturday, 11/6 – special Veterans Day Cruise; tickets, $20. 

VANCOUVER WSS & VANCOUVER MARITIME MUSEUM www.worldshipsocietyvan.ca For information or if 
you visit, contact Glenn Smith: 604-684-1240, email glenn.smith@worldshipsocietyvan.ca.  The Vancouver, BC 
local branch of WSS will have its next meeting on Wednesday, November 10; the program will be “A History 
Cruise to Wigwam Inn” by David Williams of the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. Meetings are held at the 
Vancouver Maritime Museum at 1905 Ogden Avenue (Kitsilano Point).  
 
NEW SOUTH WALES WSS: For information, contact PO Box 495, Grosvenor Place 2000, New South Wales, 
Australia.  The next meeting is on November 18, and the program is “Three Amigos on ATHENA.” 
 
WORKING HARBOR COMMITTEE www.WorkingHarbor.org Contact via email John@WorkingHarbor.org or 
call 212-757-160 for tickets and information. The mission of the Working Harbor Committee is to strengthen the 
awareness of the Harbor of New York and New Jersey’s history, its vitality today and its opportunities for the 
future. Their next cruise will be the 3-hour Newtown Creek Boat Tour on Sunday, October 24, 2010. Boat 
departs from Pier 17, South Street Seaport, Manhattan NYC at 10:15 AM.  Tickets are $60. 
 
THE NOBLE MARITIME COLLECTION www.noblemaritime.org or call 718-447-6490. The 22

nd
 annual John A. 

Noble art auction will be held on Saturday, November 20 at 6:30 PM at 1000 Richmond Terrace, Staten Island, 
NY.  Tickets are $75, $65 for members 
 
THE HOBOKEN MUSEUM www.hobokenmuseum.org or call 201-656-2240. The Museum will host a special 
screening of “Mr. Ocean Liner, the Life and Times of Bill Miller” on Sunday, November 21 at 3:00 PM.  The 
event will be on board the YANKEE FERRY, docked at the Shipyard Marina in Hoboken, NJ between 11

th
 and 

12
th
 Street.  Contact the museum for additional information. 

 
 

SHIP NEWS: 
 
A QUEEN IS LAUNCHED 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II launched her namesake liner at Southampton on Monday, October 11 with the 
traditional few words “I name this ship QUEEN ELIZABETH.  May God bless her and all who sail in her.”  The 
launching was a lavish ceremony and took place under brilliant blue skies.  Highlights seen on video monitors 
showed live footage of the Queen touring the liner, as well as her appearance in 1938 at her mother’s launching 
of the original QUEEN ELIZABETH.  There was also archival footage of the Queen launching the QE2 in 1967.  
The following day, October 12

th
 , QUEEN ELIZABETH set out on her maiden voyage cruise to Iberia and the 

Canary Islands.  At 92,400 tons, QUEEN ELIZABETH is the second-largest Cunarder ever built, surpassed only 
by the QUEEN MARY 2 of 2004. 
 

http://www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org/
mailto:reservations@southstseaport.org
http://www.seany.org/
http://www.liberty-ship.com/
mailto:john.w.brown@usa.net
http://www.worldshipsocietyvan.ca/
mailto:glenn.smith@worldshipsocietyvan.ca
http://www.workingharbor.org/
mailto:John@WorkingHarbor.org
http://www.noblemaritime.org/
http://www.hobokenmuseum.org/
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CRUISES CANCELLED BY ACCIDENT AND MALFUNCTION 
Two major cruise ships had to cancel cruises in mid-October.  The 52,926-ton COSTA CLASSICA of 1992 
collided with the Belgian-flag cargo vessel LOWLANDS LONGEVITY; about 60 feet of damage amidships at 
Deck 5 has been reported. The vessels were manuvering in the Yangtze River in China during pre-dawn hours, 
and the CLASSICA’s passengers were asked to muster at lifeboat stations. The liner docked at 10:00 AM, and 
the passengers, mostly Chinese but including some Americans and Canadians, disembarked.  Several 
passengers were treated for minor injuries in the ship’s medical center, and three were taken ashore to hospital. 
The subsequent cruise to Japan, Korea and Hong Kong was cancelled, pending investigation and repairs. 
 

 
 

COSTA CLASSICA was recently in an accident on the Yangtze River in China.  (Costa Cruises) 
 
 

PACIFIC JEWEL of 1990 (formerly CROWN PRINCESS, A’ROSA BLU, AIDABLU, OCEAN VILLAGE TWO) 
cancelled an 11-night cruise from Sydney to Vanuatu and New Caledonia due to a propulsion system 
malfunction. The 70,310-ton liner has been operating for P&O Cruises Australia since December 2009.  The 
company will offer passengers a full refund plus a 25% discount on a future cruise.    
 

EUROPA IS NAMED A WINNER 
The new 2011 Berlitz Guide to Cruising and Cruise Ships has named the 28,890-ton, 1999-built EUROPA the 
world’s most luxurious passengr liner for the eleventh time.  Built to replace a namesake vessel of 1981, 
EUROPA is the flagship of Hapag-Lloyd Cruises, a boutique operation catering to the upscale German market.  
With a passenger to space ratio of nealy 70, and one staff member for every 1.45 passengers, EUROPA offers 
a cruise experience in marked contrast to the mega-ships that dominate the world’s cruise fleet.  Her size and 
design is similar to the vessels built over the past decade for another upscale competitor, Silversea Cruises. 
 

 
EUROPA, named the most luxurious ship afloat by Berlitz.      (Hapag-Lloyd) 

 
CELEBRITY CRUISES NAMES THEIR FIFTH NEWBUILD 
Celebrity Cruises has announced that the fifth and final sister ship of their SOLSTICE class will be christened 
CELEBRITY REFLECTION.  Celebrity names have always been unique in the industry, avoiding those that 
conjure royalty, jewelry, or balmy weather.  The other sisters in the 3.7-billion dollar class are EQUINOX, 
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ECLIPSE and SILHOUETTE.  The 122,000-ton CELEBRITY REFLECTION will feature an on board Authorized 
Apple Reseller called “Celebrity iLounge.”  The extra tariff Qsine Restaurant, one of ten dining venues, will be 
the first restaurant at sea to feature an iPad menu and wine list. 
 

 
 

CELEBRITY REFLECTION will be the final ship of the SOLSTICE class.   (Bob Allen) 

 
BURGAS, BULGARIA IS PLANNING TO MODERNIZE 
Port officials in Burgas, Bulgaria have ambitious plans to improve infrastructure and open a new cruise terminal 
in 2011.  Burgas is Bulgaria’s fourth largest city and is convenient to Nessebar, a UNESCO World Heritage site 
that is a popular port of call for Black Sea cruises.  Also in close proximity are major regional tourist destinations: 
the Sunny Beach resort, significant Byzantine churches, and the 3,000-year-old fishing villages of Sozopol and 
Pomorie. Burgas has an international airport, and envisions itself as a future turnaround port for southern 
European cruises and a gateway to Istanbul and the Black Sea.  
 
AMERICAN CRUISE LINES WILL BUILD A MISSISSIPPI STERN WHEELER 
American Cruise Lines will build and operate a new 140-passenger stern wheeler along the Mississippi, Ohio, 
Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, on routes similar to those once offered by the Delta Queen Steamboat 
Company.  The new vessel will be designed to be evocative of elegant riverboats of the past, with six lounges 
and a dining salon. The yet unnamed vessel will begin her maiden voyage from New Orleans and call at ports in 
Louisana, Mississippi and Arkansas.  Other cruises will visit major river cities such as St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati and Nashville. 

 

Cruising Aboard the S. S. STELLA SOLARIS 

                                           Robert M. Strang 

This trip began in a rather unusual way. We were considering a Greek Islands Cruise, having had a very nice 
two-day stopover in Athens in 1984 on our return from Egypt, but just had not gotten very far with any 
arrangements. On one of our weekly Sunday afternoon visits to my 95-year-old aunt, she asked, ”Where are 
you planning to go on vacation this year, Robert?”  I replied, “We were thinking about possibly a Greek Islands 
cruise this Fall.”  She said, “You know years ago, your Uncle Charlie and I drove all over Europe, in fact, it 
seemed wherever we stopped we would run into Clark Gable. When it was time to return on the ANDREA 
DORIA, we brought that cute little Sunbeam Talbot sports car home with us, but I will have to say, I have never 
been to Greece.” Adding, “How would you like to take an old lady with you?"  Now, what do you say? Betty, 
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thought quicker than I and replied, “That would depend on what your doctor has to say about it.” Needless to 
say, when we took her to see her doctor, his answer was, “Yes, but, in addition to your cane, I would suggest a 
walker.” I am sure he didn’t dare say, no. The ball was now rolling with arranging to get her a current passport, 
and buying the ever-famous walker. Auntie Velma took right over with the travel arrangements and contacted 
her friend at the Hooker Avenue Travel Agency to discuss what would be the best cruise line for us. And after a 
visit to her office, Royal Olympic Cruise Line was the agent choice for a seven-day island cruise. During the 
booking process, the agent was able to obtain three upgrades, to the next-to-the-best two cabins on the ship. 
The last upgrade came about when I noted Velma’s cabin was on the port side of the ship, while ours was on 
the starboard. I called the travel agent and informed her, I did not think this was wise, considering the possibility 
of different mustering stations for lifeboat drills. The actual trip began with a private limousine, also arranged by 
Auntie, from Poughkeepsie, NY to JFK, where we took a direct overnight flight to Athens. When the stewardess 
learned of Velma’s age, she remarked, that she was the oldest passenger she had ever had and later returned 
with a complementary bottle of champagne. 

The next day, September 20, 1998, upon arrival in Athens, we transferred to a hotel to relax after the tiring long 
overnight flight. That evening, Betty & I dinned out at a delightful sidewalk café, while Velma had room service 
and continued to rest in her room. The following day, we all went on a 1/2-day bus tour of the city of Athens. The 
highlight was of course, the Parthenon, a top of the Acropolis. Needless to say Velma remained with the tour 
bus and her sketchpad, while we made the climb for a breath taking view of the City. After a late lunch at the 
hotel, the bus transported us to Piraeus to board the S. S. STELLA SOLARIS. She was built in 1953 at Dunkirk, 
France, powered by twin Parson geared turbines, with a cruising speed of 21 knots, and originally named the S. 
S. CAMBODGE to provide passenger service between France and Southeast Asia. During the early 1970’s she 
was renamed and reconfigured to become a Greek cruise ship. 

The cruise itinerary included a stop at the large island of Crete, followed by a stop at the very beautiful Island of 
Santorini. Here the S. S. STELLA SOLARIS anchored in the lagoon and Betty & I went ashore via tender. Once 
on the island we chose the cable car to reach the village of Thira, atop of the cliff overlooking the harbor, rather 
than the donkey ride. We would have to say, Santorini is one of the most picturesque locations one might find 
and we wished we could have stayed longer. But like so many shore excursions, it was back to the ship and on 
to the next island ports of call, Rhodes and Patmos.  Then on to Kusadasi, Turkey, the port for the ancient city of 
Ephesus. In the early years of Christianity Mary, mother of Jesus and St. John, the Evangelist both came here 
to live. The shore excursion included a tour to the “Mother Mary’s House,” a small stone building on the 
mountainside overlooking the Aegean Sea. It is believed it was the house where the Virgin Mary had lived in, 
the final years of her life.  The ship then traveled northward through the narrow Dardanelles passage, which 
separates Europe from the mainland of Asia, to Istanbul. In Istanbul we toured the historical sites, including the 
Blue Mosque and the Topkapi Palace. But just as interesting for Velma was shopping at the street vendors. 
After departing Istanbul we began our return trip back through the Dardanelles, stopping at Mykonos and finally 
to Piraeus. Like most cruises, the ship had traveled from one port to the next overnight, leaving the days for the 
shore excursions.  

We had a second seating dining table for four. The 4th member was one of the male dance hosts, who made a 
big hit with Auntie, escorting her to the table each evening. We felt sorry for him, as he always had to dash off 
for duty in the lounge before the dessert was served. When we had completed our evening meal with coffee, we 
also would go to the Solaris Lounge for the evening’s entertainment and an after dinner drink.  On one occasion, 
another dance host approached Velma and asked her if she would care to dance. She smiled, thanked him and 
declined, showing him her cane and continued to enjoy her B&B cordial. As mentioned, at some of the islands 
the S. S. STELLA SOLARIS could not dock and we would have to go ashore via tender. Here for safety 
reasons, we advised Velma not to try it.  So instead she would spend the time on the upper Lido Deck happily 
sketching and having the young stewards bring her fresh fruit and coffee. You see, she was an artist and at 95 
was still painting. In fact, we were very pleased with all the service and personal aboard the S. S. STELLA 
SOLARIS. It was truly a very pleasant cruise. 

Oh-the walker, you ask? Well, it became a clothing rack in Velma’s cabin for the entire cruise and it was Betty 
who dragged it along at the airports, as baggage handling was my department. However, to sum it all up, the 
three of us had a very wonderful time with a lot of fond memories. As fate would have it, Aunt Velma passed 
away in February 2003 at the age of 101, the same year that the S. S. STELLA SOLARIS was broken up for 
scrap. 
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The STELLA SOLARIS, formerly the 1953-built Messageries Maritimes liner CAMBODGE at Kusadasi, Turkey.                                                                                  

(Robert M. Strang) 

 

Sun Line was a most luxurious way to cruise the Greek Islands in the 1970’s and 1980’s   (Bob Allen Collection) 
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SHIP OF THE MONTH 

 

                                                               s.s. KAISERIN AUGUSTE VICTORIA                        (Bob Allen Collection) 

Original owner: Hamburg-Amerika Line  Dimensions: 705’ x 77’ x 24,581 grt 
Builder: Vulcan, Stettin, Germany   Passenger capacity: 652 (1

st
 ); 286 (2

nd
); 216 (3

rd
 ); 1,862 (Steerage) 

Route: Hamburg – New York   Maiden Voyage: May 10, 1906 

The race for supremacy on the North Atlantic run in the early 20
th
 century was characterized by intense competition amongst German, 

British and French steamship lines.  While some of these ships – Mauretania, Aquitania, Olympic, Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, Imperator, 
France- remain well known, others have faded from memory.  One such ship, an innovative record-breaker in her day, was the KAISERIN 
AUGUSTE VICTORIA.  She was the middle sister in a trio of ships that were among the largest and most luxurious afloat - sister AMERIKA 
dated from 1905, and GEORGE WASHINGTON from 1909.  Hapag Lloyd Lines operated several sister-vessels that held the Blue Riband 
for the fastest Atlantic passage: DEUTSCHLAND (1900), KRONPRINZ WILHELM (1901) and KAISER WILHELM II (1903). However, the 
push for speed produced tremendous noise and vibration. Serious engine problems developed on DEUTSCHLAND in 1902 and could not 
be resolved; Hapag eventually rebuilt her as a lower-speed cruise ship in 1910-1911.  The company then shifted their focus to luxury and 
comfort rather than speed (as did the White Star Line during the same decade), and designed their next ships to be the largest and most 
luxurious afloat.  AMERIKA was the first of the trio, debuting in 1905 as the world’s largest ship, a record broken by KAISERIN AUGUSTE 
VICTORIA the next year.  She was a striking vessel, with two funnels placed amidships, and four tall masts, two forward and two aft. Her 
luxurious accommodations featured an a la carte restaurant in First Class operated by Ritz Carlton, and designed by Casar Ritz and his 
architect Charles Mewes. Waiters for this special dining venue (along with sister AMERIKA, the first of its kind at sea), were trained at the 
Ritz in Paris, and served food prepared by experienced French chefs. Other public areas included a tropical-themed winter garden, a light, 
airy women’s lounge and a Teutonic smoking room, complete with fireplace and the feel of a Bavarian hunting lodge.  Eight successful years 
on the North Atlantic were interrupted by World War I, following which she was handed over to Great Britain as war reparations. After brief 
service for Cunard, she was sold to Canadian Pacific Lines in 1921, and was converted from a coal burner to an oil burner at the Vulcan-
Werft Yards in Hamburg, Germany.  On January 22, 1922, she made her maiden voyage for Canadian Pacific between Southampton and 
New York, followed by continuous service from Southampton to Quebec with some winter cruising. In late1930, due to be replaced in a few 
months by the new EMPRESS OF BRITAIN, she was sold to a British scrap yard.  On December 10 of that year she burned and sank, but 
was raised in May 1931 and finally scrapped. Thus an elegant and little-remembered ship ended a too-brief career of 24 years. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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