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THE BLACK WATCH AND FRED. OLSEN CRUISE LINES
By Karl Zimmermann
The National Opera Center, 330 7th Avenue at 29th Street, 7th Floor, Manhattan
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines, today among the premier operators of heritage passenger ships, has deep roots that stretch all the
way back to 1848, when the company was founded by Fredrik Christian Olsen—the first “Fred.”—and his two brothers. Over the
decades the company grew and diversified widely, while always operating passenger vessels. The current fleet of the UKbased, Norwegian-owned cruise line numbers four: the BRAEMAR (built in 1993 as the CROWN DYNASTY), the BALMORAL
(built in 1988 as the CROWN ODYSSEY), the BOUDICCA (built in 1973 as the ROYAL VIKING SKY), and the BLACK WATCH
(built in 1972 as the ROYAL VIKING STAR). All four have been stretched. Of the Royal Viking sisters, the BLACK WATCH has
been the less altered overall.
This past July WSS-PONY Branch members Karl and Laurel Zimmermann sailed on the BLACK WATCH from Liverpool on a
five-night “Scottish Lochs, Highlands and Islands” cruise, which will be highlighted in Karl’s presentation, after some Fred.
Olsen history. Karl is a travel writer who for a half-century has focused on trains and ships; his stories and pictures have
appeared in numerous magazines and in the travel sections of newspapers across the country - including the Los Angeles
Times, where he currently is often featured.

BLACK WATCH anchored at Tobermory, Scotland in July 2018.

(Karl Zimmermann)

NEXT EVENTS: Membership meetings: Friday, April 26 – The Port of Miami Since the 1960’s by Allan Jordan; Friday May 31 – Historical Ships in Europe, 2018 by Tom
Rinaldi; Friday, June 28 – Program TBD; Group Cruise on the INSIGNIA: August 18

ADDRESS: PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384

E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication. Address to the
editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address.

MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH

AIDAsol at Tenerife, Spain, October 7, 2017.

(Lawrence Levine)

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
SHIP

FROM
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VOYAGE

INSIGNIA
OASIS OF THE SEAS
SEABOURNE QUEST
ROTTERDAM
NOORDAM
LE LYRIAL

Miami
Miami
Buenos Aires
Tampa
Auckland
Ushuaia

New York
Miami
San Antonio, Chile
Tampa
Sydney
Cape Town, SA

World Cruise
Bob Brown
01/19
Eastern Caribbean Cruise
Bill and Laura Donall
01/19
Antarctica & Patagonia Cruise Mike Boland & John Cunningham
02/19
Caribbean Cruise
Matt Jacobs
02/19
New Zealand & Australia Cruise David Hume & Marjorieann Matuszek 02/19
Antarctic to Africa Cruise
John and Kathy Morgan
03/19

PASSENGER(S)

DATE

SHIP’S LOG
“Ship’s Log” will return in the April issue of The Porthole.

THE NEW IN “NIEUW STATENDAM”
By Karl Zimmermann
There it sat on a sunny early afternoon at Civitavecchia, Rome’s port: Holland America Line’s NIEUW STATENDAM, shinynew, big but not too big, imposing yet familiar, a copy of the KONINGSDAM, on which we’d sailed two years before. Now, on
December 5, my wife, Laurel, a group of ship-loving friends, and I were boarding Holland America’s latest for its maiden
voyage, “premiere voyage” in the line’s words, a 14-night, three-port crossing to Fort Lauderdale.
Maiden voyages are catnip for ship enthusiasts and cruise-line loyalists, so of the 2093 passengers aboard only 178 had never
sailed before with Holland America. The rest of us were the repeat passengers Holland America calls “Mariners.” The NIEUW
STATENDAM can carry 2,666 passengers, but this maiden voyage was intentionally under-booked in case of teething
problems, which turned out to be few.
Holland America’s reputation, not undeserved, trends traditional and older. Since we knew Holland America well, and the
KONINGSDAM in particular, we might have expected just to luxuriate in the familiar, but there was novelty as well. In addition to
the frisson of a maiden voyage, a bonus was the presence for three days of Orlando Ashford, Holland America’s personable,
gregarious, accessible 48-year-old president. When he joined the now 145-year-old line on September 1, 2014, he’d never
been on a ship. He made a presentation, “State of Business,” to passengers in a packed World Stage, leaving no doubt that his
was not our grandparents’ Holland America Line.
“I avoid focusing on demographics,” he said, preferring “psychographics, matching the brand personality with the personality of
our guests.” He identified the line’s important “swim lanes”: catering to food lovers, music lovers, and “modern explorers.” Over
the better part of two weeks, we’d see how these expectations were playing out.
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“Our goal is to have the best live music at sea,” Ashford says, and Holland America may have already accomplished that. The
anchor is the “Music Walk,” introduced on the KONINGSDAM and now retrofitted through some of the 15-ship fleet. Back from
KONINGSDAM are the B.B. King Blues Club (which Ashford called “a shift in the energy of Holland America”), Lincoln Center
Stage (sharing the same space), and Billboard Onboard. An addition on NIEUW STATENDAM is the Rolling Stone Rock Room.
All are partnerships, which, according to Ashford, “quickly elevate quality and recognition. They really are partnerships, not just
names on the door.” (Another partnership is with Oprah, the ship’s godmother.)
Typically each group played three sets daily, and we caught most of the Lincoln Center performances, their programs set and
musicians selected by New York City’s Lincoln Center. The quintet we heard, a string quartet called Atlys and a pianist, offered
programs ranging from “Masterworks by Brahms” to “Movie Classics” to “A Night at the Ballet.” These five talented, vivacious
women in their late twenties had quite a following by journey’s end.
We also liked Billboard Onboard, dueling, facing pianos, played with élan - here and on the KONINGSDAM by a young woman
and young man, who in this case were married. Any song that “charted” was eligible, and themes included “One Hit Wonders”
and “British Invasion.” Our crossing also featured the Tiny Little Bigband, Netherlands-based: vocalist Franklin Brown backed
by an excellent jazz trio. Likewise marvelous was vocalist and stride pianist Judy Carmichael, whose two shows in the World
Stage we wouldn’t have missed. And the Rock Room and Blues Club certainly had their enthusiastic followers.
Next swim lane: the foodies’ report. Our group of nine chose second sitting in the dining room (open seating was also available)
and tried all but one of the specialty restaurants. It was a group thumbs-up. Our dining-room stewards were superb. In general,
there were few maiden-voyage glitches, since 85 percent of the crew had come from HAL ships, 50 percent from the
KONINGSDAM alone.) The food was good to great, and the presentation at a high level: soups always poured from pitcher to
bowl at table, logo china gone in favor of unadorned pieces particular to the meals selected.
Another innovation in the dining room was upselling, $20 for a broiled whole Maine lobster, $75 for a 36-oz, bone-in ribeye.
“Holland America Line’s President, Orlando Ashford, handpicked this signature cut.” I assume this was meant for sharing.
The specialty restaurants carry a surcharge of $15 to $35, discounted for high-ranking Mariners, with meal packages available
for others, and we liked best Asian-Fusion Tamarind. A la carte Nami Sushi (the one we didn’t try) now shares its space.
Canaletto, with an Italian accent, is an evening venue carved out of the Lido Marketplace, as the buffet is now called. Pinnacle,
featuring the cuisine of the Pacific Northwest, seafood and steak, is the longest running Holland America specialty restaurant
and better than ever. Rudi’s Sel de Mer, an elegant, intimate brasserie conceived by Master Chef Rudi Sodamin, is heavy on
dramatic flourishes and, since fully a la carte, pricey.
Neptune and Pinnacle Suite passengers (or others paying a daily $50 per person fee for the entire cruise) can also choose
intimate Club Orange, new with this ship, featuring the regular dining room menu with a few additions such as surf and turf and
Delmonico steak, and enjoy some other perks such as priority check-in and tendering and dedicated lines at guest services and
the shore excursions desk. At Blend, passengers can create their own wine styles, and at Notes sample fine whiskeys.
For breakfast and lunch we patronized the Lido Marketplace, well organized and a cut above the average. We had a hamburger
at poolside Dive-In, a pizza from New York Pizza and Deli. For our morning cappuccino we usually chose the Grand Dutch
Café, a pretty Delft jewel box of a space that nods to the line’s heritage in luncheon menu, décor and ornamentation—and
personnel, since it’s staffed with Hollanders. The Crow’s Nest was our other coffee spot. Repurposed on NIEUW STATENDAM,
it’s now a place for drinking, viewing, or borrowing a book from the skimpy library.
It’s also home to the Exploration Central, dubbed EXC, the shore excursions department. Swim lane three is the move to more
focused shore excursions, geared to special interests such as food, wine, art, or history. This is a good direction, since it
distributes passengers through a port and mitigates their effect to a point, but we explored independently: in Cartagena the
Spanish Civil War Museum in an excavated shelter and Casa de la Fortuna, depicting family life in the Roman period; in Malaga
Picasso’s birthplace. Best of all was a van hired on the Funchal pier to take us into the Madeira mountains for a walk along one
of the island’s many levadas, small, open canals.
What else made our crossing splendid? Calm seas and perfect weather for basking on our portside cabin’s spacious verandah.
Two performances by the Step One Dance Company, making spectacular use of background videos which washed the 270degree video screen. A circular Promenade Deck for exercise.
Art is a HAL focus, and our group checked it out. “Contemporary,” according to knowledgeable fellow traveler Charles, “about
half music-related, high quality, ranging from works on paper and canvas to assemblages of objects to a plexiglas sculpture of
David holding a cell phone. Most of it put a smile on my face.” Notably missing were the maritime oils of the HAL fleet, present
and past, by Bermudian artist Captain Stephen Card that hang aboard all the line’s other vessels.
“I’ll be around the ship,” Ashford had said as he ended his talk. “You can ask me any questions you want—unless I have a drink
in my hand,” and I did have two questions. First, is Holland America’s history part of your marketing strategy?
“No, not really.”
And the name, “NIEUW STATENDAM.” HAL recycles its names, and the fifth STATENDAM was gone, making that name
available. The only other “NIEUW” ship, the NIEUW AMSTERDAM, was named after New York City. So why NIEUW
STATENDAM?
“We thought it important to suggest ‘new,’” he said. Of course. And there’s another ship coming, in 2020, with its name to be
revealed later this year. I’m all ears.
th

A slightly different, shorter version of this article appeared in the Los Angeles Times Travel Section on January 27 .
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NIEUW STATENDAM docked in Malaga, Spain

(Karl Zimmermann)

Clockwise from top left: B.B. King Blues Club; Grand Dutch Café; Rudi’s Sel de Mer Restaurant; Main Dining Room.
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(Karl Zimmermann)

SHIPS IN PORT: A BAG OF COFFEE & THE ROSA DA FONSECA
By Bill Miller
By the 1960s, cruising was well on its way to replacing traditional, port-to-port voyages. The long-established trans-Atlantic
liner trade was in steady decline and most companies turned, even if reluctantly, to cruising as a potentially revenue-producing
alternative. Even such legendary liners like the QUEEN ELIZABETH and UNITED STATES were making, even if occasionally,
“voyages to the sun.” This sparked interest by investors and even travel agents. Unknown, often short-lived companies
popped up: Fiesta Cruise Lines, Caribbean Cruise Lines, Simmons Cruises, Diners-Fugazy Travel Cruises and even a venture
known as Wall Street Cruises. That latter-named firm actually chartered some well-known ships, sometimes for only one or
two voyages, such as the BERGENSFJORD, GRIPSHOLM and SANTA ROSA. But in 1965, Wall Street Cruises decided to
boldly venture into a full summer season of cruises between New York and Bermuda.
That spring, they had made arrangements with a Brazilian company, Rio de Janeiro-based Companhia Nacional de Navegcao
Costeira, to use one of its finest passenger ships. But initial plans were not finalized until quite close to the first, mid-June
departure. So early advertising promoted two ships, the sisters ANNA NERY and ROSA DE FONSECA. Ads in Sunday travel
sections all but made it seem as if there would be two ships running cruises. In fact, only the Rosa de Fonseca made it to New
York and ran ten weekly, 7-day New York-Bermuda cruises.
Totally unknown to New Yorkers and in fact to American cruise travelers, the sleek-looking ROSA DE FONSECA was a
comparatively small and comparatively ill-equipped ship. Only half of her passenger cabins had the private bathrooms, for
example, an amenity so cherished by Yankee cruisers. Other rooms had “shared facilities,” a shower and toilet used by two
cabins, and still others used public facilities. Then most of the Brazilian crew spoke very little English and the kitchens
produced largely Brazilian fare. Nevertheless, the ROSA DA FONSECA plodded-on for a full summer charter, coming and
going at French Line’s Pier 88. Minimum fare for the week’s cruise was listed as $175, the owner’s suite was priced at $450
and all passengers were gifted with a 5-lb bag of Brazilian coffee.

The ROSA DA FONSECA berthed at Pier 88 on June 25th 1965.

(Bill Miller)

The 10,444-ton ROSA DA FONSECA was then only three years old, having been constructed at a shipyard at Split in
Yugoslavia in 1962. The 492-ft long ship could carry some 550 passengers, divided between first and tourist class, but limited
to some 300, all one-class, for the Bermuda cruises. Her décor was modern with a pleasant set of public rooms and the
amenities included two outdoor swimming pools, complete air-conditioning and stabilizers. The 17-knot, twin-screw ship was
actually an engines aft design – the amidships funnel was in fact a dummy.
The ROSA DE FONSECA and her sister were created especially for South American coastal sailings: along the Amazon as far
up river as Manaus and also southward, between Rio de Janeiro, Santos, Montevideo and Buenos Aires. They were also used
for Southern summertime cruises from Rio and Santos.
After heading south (in late August) and returning to Rio, the ROSA DE FONSECA had some changes in her history. A year
later, in 1966, she was transferred over to another Brazilian ship owner, Lloyd Brasileiro. In 1975, she sailed off to Japanese
waters, having been sold to the Mitsui-OSK Lines, who sailed her first as the cruise ship SEVEN SEAS and later NIPPON
MARU. She changed hands once more, in 1992, going to Indonesian buyers known as the PT Kalla Lines and bore what would
be her final name: ATHIRAH. Her end came six years later when she was sold to Indian scrap merchants and subsequently
demolished along the beaches of Alang, India.
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LIMITED SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE ON WORLD SHIP SOCIETY - PONY’S SUMMER BERMUDA CRUISE!
On August 18, 2019, World Ship Society PONY members will depart on a very exciting cruise. For the first time, upscale
operator Oceania Cruises will be sailing 7-day round-trip cruises from New York to St. George’s and Hamilton, Bermuda. We
will be cruising on the luxurious, intimate 684-passenger INSIGNIA. 53 branch members and friends have already signed up,
making this one of the largest groups we have had in many years. There is still limited space available. For more information,
call Brad Hatry at TravelEdge, 212-265-8420, x 222, or 800-729-7472 x 222, or email brad@traveledge.com.

Clockwise from top left: Oceania’s INSIGNIA; The main dining room, Martini Bar and a balcony stateroom as they will appear after completion
of the “Oceania NEXT” renovation program, which will cosmetically refresh the existing fleet.
(Oceania Cruises)

SHIP NEWS
By Bob Allen

BACK TO BACK TO BACK DEBUTS: Early March saw the introduction of three new or rebuilt cruise ships. Costa Cruises
had an eye-catching naming ceremony for the COSTA VENEZIA on March 1 at the waterfront in the northern port city of
Trieste. The 135,500-ton, 5,260-passenger vessel was built by Fincantieri in Monfalcone, Italy for Costa’s Chinese market.
Following a 5-night maiden cruise from Trieste on March 3, she sailed on a positioning voyage to her homeport of Shanghai,
China. In celebration of the new ship, a spectacular air show by the Pattuglia Acrobatica Nazional took place, coordinated with
the Italian Air Force. The ships’ godmother was Gan Beiye, who along with her family are tremendous Costa Cruises fans
since their first voyage eight years ago. COSTA VENEZIA was built on the CARNIVAL VISTA platform, introduced in 2016; she
will be joined in the Chinese market by an unnamed sister ship in 2020. The following day MSC Cruises, another Italian line,
staged an impressive naming ceremony for their 171,600-ton BELLISSIMA. Built at Chantiers de l’Atlantique in St. Nazaire,
France, the MERAVIGLIA-Class vessel can accommodate 5,700 passengers. She was named by godmother Sophia Loren in
a nighttime ceremony under stormy skies at Southampton, England. Due to approaching Storm Freya, the ceremony moved
indoors to the ship’s vast shopping mall, where giant LED screens captured the champagne bottle smashing against
BELLISSIMA’s bow, and the spectacular fireworks display that followed. After a short cruise for dignitaries and members of the
travel press, she headed to the Mediterranean on her maiden voyage on March 4. MEIN SCHIFF HERZ was completed in
1997 for Celebrity Cruises as MERCURY, the third and final ship of the CENTURY-Class. She was sold to TUI Cruises in 2011
and became MEIN SCHIFF 2. Since then, TUI has engaged in a massive building program, and needed the name MEIN
SCHIFF 2 for a new vessel. They decided that new ships would receive a numeric designation; MEIN SCHIFF 7 is now under
construction. Therefore, MEIN SCHIFF 2 has been rechristened MEIN SCHIFF HERZ, and underwent a two-week renovation
in Palma de Mallorca. After her reintroduction to the fleet, she departed on her maiden voyage to the Mediterranean on March
3; she will venture to South Africa for a series of cruises from Cape Town in winter 2020-2021. CENTURY, completed in 1995,
is also in the process of conversion from the Chinese-market GOLDEN ERA to British-market Marella Cruises’ MARELLA
EXPLORER 2. After an 8-week dry-docking, the 71,500-ton vessel will make her maiden voyage from Palma de Mallorca on
April 2. And it’s all in the family – Marella Cruises is part of Germany’s TUI Group. MEIN SCHIFF HERZ was originally to have
joined the Marella fleet, and may eventually do so.
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Chinese Costa fans name the COSTA VENEZIA in Trieste (left); in Southampton, legendary actress Sophia Loren names MSC BELLISSIMA (right).
(Costa Cruises / MSC Cruises)

MARELLA DISCOVERY 2 displays her new livery at Navatina Shipyard in Cadiz, Spain.

(Marella Cruises/Navatina Shipyard)

The new La Spezia Italian restaurant on MEIN SCHIFF HERZ (above, left); the 80-meter long Galleria on MSC BELLISSIMA features a 5,100
square foot LED ceiling, capable of projecting a multitude of dramatic effects (above, right).
(TUI Cruises / MSC Cruises)
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The Piazza San Marco Atrium and Bar on COSTA VENEZIA showcases ornate, classical Venetian décor.

Flutes Champagne Bar on MARELLA EXPLORER 2, typical of the interior conversion from a Chinese to a British aesthetic.

(Costa Cruises)

(TUI Cruises)

SIZE IS EVERYTHING: Royal Caribbean Cruises announced they would build the world’s largest cruise ship – again. The sixth
vessel in the OASIS-Class will debut in 2023, 13 years after the arrival of the lead vessel. The OASIS OF THE SEAS shattered
size records in 2009 with her 225,282-gross ton measurement. The latest ship in the series, to be built at Chantiers de
l’Atlantique in St. Nazaire, France will be of 231,000-tons with capacity for 6,360. While RCCL has owned the world’s largest
cruise ship since 2006, they have also built or ordered somewhat smaller ships. The still-growing QUANTUM-Class is of
168,666-tons, and the LNG-powered ICON-Class, due in 2022 will be of 200,000-tons.
INTRIGUING NEW VENTURE: One of the fastest growing segments of the cruise industry is the expedition sector. Many lines
have announced the development of ships specially designed to navigate ice fields, enter very small harbors, and explore
ecologically sensitive destinations. The latest line to enter the expedition arena is ultra-luxury operator Seabourn Cruises. On
March 13, they announced the first of two ships new expedition vessels would be named SEABOURNE VENTURE, a play on
Ventures by Seabourn, the line’s name for shore excursions. The 23,000-ton, $225 million vessels, to be built at Mariotti Damen
in Italy, will each accommodate 264 passengers in verandah suites. According to Seabourn’s Robin West, Vice President of
Excursion Operations, “Our primary goal in building these new ships is to give expedition travelers the best possible destination
experience onboard and far afield, with an innovative design that enables us to get all guests out into the environment as
quickly as possible to fulfill those travel wish lists. These ships are being designed from conception for expedition travel
blended with ultra-luxury and personalized service by leading travel experts and seasoned professionals with great depth of
experience in expedition, hospitality, and luxury cruising.” The vessels will carry kayaks, 24 Zodiacs and 2 submarines to
ensure that passengers will be able to explore in depth once they leave the ship. Seabourn will reveal additional information
and open bookings this spring; SEABOURNE VENTURE will set sail in late summer 2021, and her sister ship will follow in
2022.
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A mysterious, darkened profile hinted at the look of Seabourn’s new luxury expedition ships (above left). Soon after, a full rendering of the
SEABOURN VENTURE was released. The sleek vessel will have a black hull, in contrast to the white hulls on the existing Seabourn fleet
(above right).
(Seabourn Cruises)

CRUISING WITH A NEW TILT: Norwegian Cruise Line’s NORWEGIAN ESCAPE encountered an unusual 115-mph wind gust,
equivalent to velocity of a Category 3 hurricane, a few hours after departing New York on March 3. The 164,600-ton ship listed
at a considerable angle for about two minutes, terrifying passengers and sending furniture flying. Several passengers were
injured, and were transported to a hospital when the ship docked at Port Canaveral, Florida on March 5. NCL stated that there
was no structural damage to the four-year-old ship, which continued its cruise to the Bahamas and returned to New York on
schedule.
MARDI GRAS ON THE MARDI GRAS: It comes as no surprise that an upscale New Orleans-style bistro will be added to the
dizzying array of eateries planned for the new MARDI GRAS, set to debut in 2020. Celebrity chef Emeril Lagasse will develop
Emeril’s Bistro 1396, which will be located in the ship’s French Quarter – one of six themed areas. The number 1396 refers to
the ships’ hull designation at Meyer Turku Shipyard in Finland, where she is under construction. Shortly after Carnival
announced the new restaurant, they revealed details of the MARDI GRAS’ staterooms. Sliding balcony doors, sofas that flip to
become beds, foot stools concealing storage cabinets, and glass fronts on both showers and mini-bars are just some of the
features of standard cabins. MARDI GRAS will also offer passengers tropically themed “Havana” staterooms, adjacent to a
Cuban-style bar and pool, and 180 suites - the most on any ship in the Carnival fleet. MARDI GRAS will debut in Copenhagen
on August 31, 2020, followed by a transatlantic crossing from Southampton to New York. She will set sail on her first season of
Caribbean cruises from Port Canaveral in October 2020.

Emeril’s Bistro 1396 will anchor the French Quarter on Carnival Cruises new MARDI GRAS in 2020.
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(Carnival Cruises)

Per the guidelines of the Constitution of the World Ship Society, Port of New York Branch below is the 2018 Statement of
Income and Expenses. This financial summary is published for our membership yearly in the March edition of the Porthole.

World Ship Society - Port of New York Branch
Income and Expense Report for 1/1/2018 through 12/31/2018
All amounts in dollars ($)
INCOME
Interest

41.42

Membership Fee

10,365.00

Special Activities

12,926.05

Ocean Liner Bazaar

1,064.00

Miscellaneous

-

Donation

24,396.47

EXPENSES
Rental Fee

4,945.00

Printer

1,166.40

Postage & Copies

254.73

Website

1,600.00

Honoraria

839.38

Refreshments

364.05

Miscellaneous

561.19

Special Activities

10,279.22

Ocean Liner Bazaar

1,886.24

Contributions

-

Accountant's Fee

-

Insurance

878.28
22,774.49

TOTAL

OFFICERS
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Branch Secretary:
Membership Secretary:
Treasurer:
•

1,621.98

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Pat Dacey
Bob Allen
Doug Newman
Stuart Gewirtzman
Marjorieann Matuzek*

Bob Allen
Pat Dacey
Mario De Stefano
Doug Newman
Stuart Gewirtzman

COMMITTEE HEADS
David Hume*
Marjorieann Matuszek*
Carol Miles*
Ted Scull*
Richard Wagner

Past Chairman
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Finance:
Membership:
Newsletter:
Special Events:
Website:

Marjorieann Matuszek*
Stuart Gewirtzman
Bob Allen
Pat Dacey
Stuart Gewirtzman

