
 
Friday, March 22 - 6:00 PM 

At the Community Church Assembly Room, 40 East 35th Street, Manhattan 
 

FROM POET TO EXPLORER: 
 

CRUISING NORTHERN EUROPE ON THE  
LAST ATLANTIC LINER OF THE 1960’S,  

MARCO POLO, ex-ALEXANDR PUSHKIN 
By Bob Allen 

 

Our Porthole Editor and longtime member Bob Allen will talk about a recent voyage on the MARCO POLO, formerly ALEXANDR 
PUSHKIN.  Operated by the British line Cruise & Maritime Voyages, the ship is the only liner in service built for transatlant ic 
crossings (other than QUEEN MARY 2), and one of the oldest passenger ships afloat.  During a career spanning 48 years, she has 
been a Russian transatlantic liner, an Australian-based cruise ship, a deluxe destination-intensive vessel specializing in Far Eastern 
and Antarctic itineraries, and a German-market cruise ship.  We will see images of this classic liner, as well as fascinating ports of 
call on a “Great Waterways of Europe” cruise along the Thames, Seine and Scheldt Rivers, and the North Sea Canal. Come aboard 
for a trip on a transatlantic liner to Northern Europe! 
 

 
 

MARCO POLO at Amsterdam, the Netherlands, October, 2012                                                                                                  (Bob Allen) 
 

NEXT MEETINGS: Friday, April 26: Steven Ujifusa, author “A Man and his Ship” (S.S. UNITED STATES); Friday, May 31 

(program TBD); Friday, June 28 (program TBD). 
 

ADDRESS: PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384    E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com     WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com 

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication.  Address 
to the editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address. 
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SHIP’S LOG 

We sail full steam ahead with our new season, with February taking us to far-off exotic climes.  But before casting off, 
Chairman Ted Scull asked several of the new officers and committee heads to say a few words about what they were up to, 
including Stuart Gewirtzman, who is now in charge of our reactivated website and our Facebook page, and David Hume, 
who now handles special events and discussed some possible cruises and luncheons. 

David was also our speaker, and was introduced by his travel companion, Marjorieann Matuszek.  David would take us on 
two river cruises, each to a different distant land.  In each case, he would show some pre-cruise sightseeing, and then 
concentrate on the ship. 

First, the duo was off to China for a Yangtze River cruise from Chongqing to Yichang aboard the 268-passenger VICTORIA 
ANNA, of the Queens-based Victoria Cruises.  Sightseeing started in Beijing, taking in such must-sees as Tiananmen 
Square, the Great Wall, which has its ups and downs and lots of steps, and the terra cotta warriors of Xi An.  There were 
samples of extravagant modern architecture, like the Bird Cage, home to many of the recent Olympic events.  And there was 
the ever-present haze and smog. 

David and Marjorieann flew to Chongqing to board the ANNA, reached by a long walk over a bunch over barges, the 
Yangtze being about 90 feet below its normal level.  We were then taken on a tour of the ship, photography made easy by a 
very early arrival.  The attractive vessel was nicely maintained, with Chinese decor and furnishings, all of which David 
pronounced “impressive for a riverboat.”  The heat and humidity made the air-conditioning very welcome.  The very good 
food, all Chinese, appeared in buffet form for breakfast and lunch, while dinner was served.  The American cruise director 
and several staff members dated from pre-recession days when the passengers were mainly American.  Now, with fewer 
Americans, there were Chinese passengers to mingle with. 

The high point of the cruise was the passage through the spectacular scenery of the Three Gorges on smaller, more 
Chinese-looking boats, and another transfer to even smaller, more Chinese-looking boats for the Lesser Gorges and locking 
through the humongous Three Gorges Dam. 

Then, two years or so later, in 2010, it was off to Egypt and the Nile.  But first there was the pre-cruise stay in Cairo and 
visits to the pyramids and the Sphinx; Aswan, with its well-preserved temples as well as an unfinished obelisk; and the great 
Aswan Dam, too large to fit into one picture.  (David made several references to his previous visit in 1977, what he did or 
couldn’t afford to do then, and how this trip made up for what had been missed in 1977.)  While cruising from Aswan to 
Luxor, there were visits to Kom Ombo for its temples – all built in the same style, unlike the Greeks with their three different 
ones (among the interesting tidbits David provided), and the Valley of the Kings and Queens, respectively. 

The ship, the Egyptian m.s, EMILIO, was about half the size and capacity of the ANNA, also attractive and somewhat 
generic but with an Egyptian feel.  Boarding was through a grand-looking entrance made of windows that somehow created 
an arch.  David gave the EMILIO five stars except for the food, which rated a mere three, and all meals were served buffet-
style.  And as opposed to the ANNA where they had a real balcony, here their comfortable cabin had a French one.  No 
problem; in either case, it was too hot to sit outside. 

For wafting us away from New York’s winter to warmer and such interesting places, David will receive a book about the 
UNITED STATES by John Maxtone-Graham, as soon as it’s published. 

            Marge Dovman 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES: January, 2012 – February, 2013 
 

 

SHIP   FROM  TO  VOYAGE  PASSENGER(S) 
  

NIEUW AMSTERDAM   Ft. Lauderdale   Lisbon           Transatlantic                 Ted & Suellyn Scull 

PONT AVEN                         Santander           Plymouth           Bay of Biscay                Ted & Suellyn Scull 

QUEEN MARY 2               Southampton   New York           Transatlantic                 Ted & Suellyn Scull 

SPIRIT OF TASMANIA      Melbourne          Devonport            Bass Strait                    Ted & Suellyn Scull 

SPIRIT OF TASMANIA       Devonport          Melbourne            Bass Strait                    Ted & Suellyn Scull 

AMERICAN QUEEN          Pittsburgh           Louisville              Ohio River                     Ted & Suellyn Scull 

QUEEN MARY 2              Southampton    New York          Transatlantic                  Ted & Suellyn Scull 

CELEBRITY REFLECTION Barcelona Venice  Mediterranean / Adriatic Judy, Jerry & Stuart Gewirtzman 

MAASDAM  Ft. Lauderdale Ft. Lauderdale Southern Caribbean  Dieter Killinger 

QUEEN ELIZABETH Venice  Piraeus  Black Sea Cruise  Steve and Beth Whelan 

QUEEN MARY 2  New York  Southampton Transatlantic  Paul & Marya Klee 

QUEEN MARY 2  Southampton New York  Transatlantic  Paul & Marya Klee 

AZAMARA JOURNEY New York  New York  TITANIC Memorial Cruise Stanley Utterback 

ENCHANTMENT O/T SEAS Baltimore  Baltimore  Bermuda & New England Stanley Utterback 

QUEEN MARY 2  New York  Southampton Transatlantic  Stanley Utterback 

QUEEN MARY 2  Southampton New York  Transatlantic  Stanley Utterback 

QUEEN ELIZABETH Ft. Lauderdale Los Angeles Panama Canal  Stanley Utterback 
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YOUR DAILY PROGRAMME 

 

SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org or 917-492-3379.  Now part of The Museum of 

the City of New York, SSSM reopened in December with six new exhibits -- A Fisherman’s Dream: Folk Art by Mario 
Sanchez; Romancing New York: Watercolors by Frederick Brosen; Timescapes (a 22-minute film on the history of New York 
City); Street Shots / NYC; Compass: Folk Art in Four Directions; Handheld Devices (a display of historical tools); Remains of 
the Stay (a look at remains of an old seaport area hotel).  For additional information on exhibits, ship visitation and other 
events, contact the museum. 
 

VANCOUVER WSS & VANCOUVER MARITIME MUSEUM www.worldshipsocietyvan.ca for information or if you visit, 
contact Glenn Smith: 604-684-1240, email glenn.smith@worldshipsocietyvan.ca.  APRIL MEETING — Wednesday April 
10, 2013: "Robert Allan will speak to us on the history of Robert Allan Ltd.”  Meetings are held at the Vancouver Maritime 

Museum at 1905 Ogden Avenue (Kitsilano Point).  
 

THE NATIONAL LIBERTY SHIP MEMORIAL, INC. www.ssjeremiahobrien.org or liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org or 415-544-

0100.  1275 Columbus Avenue, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94133-1315.  See the SS JEREMIAH O’BRIEN at Pier 45 at 
Fisherman’s Wharf, San Francisco, CA, or join one of the day cruises under the Golden Gate Bridge and around San 
Francisco Bay.  2013 sailing dates are: May 18 – Maritime Memorial Cruise;  October 12 – San Francisco Fleet Week Cruise 
and Parade of Ships;  October 13 – San Francisco Fleet Week Cruise.  Contact the museum for prices, sailing time and 
tickets. 
 

 
 

Cruising under the Golden Gate Bridge on the Liberty Ship JERIMIAH O’BRIEN                              (The National Liberty Ship Memorial, Inc.) 

 
NEW YORK HARBOR CRUISES  

 

NEW YORK WATER TAXI, www.nywatertaxi.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises departing from both South Street 

Seaport Pier 17 and Pier 84 at West 44
th
 Street.  Hop on – hop off service throughout New York Harbor is offered as well. 

Contact via website or telephone for departure times and prices. 
 

CIRCLE LINE DOWNTOWN, www.circlelinedowntown.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises on the ZEPHYR from April to 

December, and aboard New York Water Taxi from January to March, departing from Pier 17, South Street Seaport. Contact 
via website or telephone for departure times and prices.  
 

CIRCLE LINE, www.circleline42.com or 877-731-0064. Circle Manhattan and other harbor cruises, departing from pier 84 at 

West 44
th

 Street.  Contact via website or telephone for departure times and prices. 
 

NEW YORK WATERWAY, www.nywaterway.com  or 800-533-3779. Trans-Hudson ferry service and special-event cruises.  

Contact via website or telephone for departure times and prices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org/
http://www.worldshipsocietyvan.ca/
mailto:glenn.smith@worldshipsocietyvan.ca
http://www.ssjeremiahobrien.org/
mailto:liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org
http://www.nywatertaxi.com/
http://www.circlelinedowntown.com/
http://www.circleline42.com/
http://www.nywaterway.com/
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MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH 
 

Share your favorite ship photos by sending them for publication in The Porthole! 
 

 
 

                                                                            ROYAL VIKING STAR arriving at New York, fall 1989                                                         (Bob Allen) 

 

PLEASE SEND YOUR STORIES AND PICTURES! 
 

We know that many of you have great photos, stories about your cruises, maritime interests, collections and other topics of 
interest to WSS PONY members.  To contribute to the Porthole, just contact Bob Allen at a meeting or via email at 
oceanvoyag@aol.com.  If possible, please send stories in Microsoft Word format.  Hardcopy stories should be mailed to the 
WSS P.O. Box.  

MAGICAL MOMENTS ON THE BLACK SEA 
 

By Karl Zimmermann,  

First published in the Los Angeles Times, January 27, 2013 
 

As we sat on the Breeza, the open aft deck of the Azamara Quest, we watched the shadow line of the sunset climb the 
sheer, volcanic cliff above Skala, the tender landing area on the island of Santorini in the southern Aegean. It wasn't this 
iconic Greek island with dazzling white villas and churches that had lured my wife, Laurel, and me aboard this 10-night cruise 
from Istanbul to Athens. Rather, it was the chance to visit Black Sea ports in countries that were terrae incognitae to us, thus 
adding pages to our personal atlas. Odessa and Yalta, both in Ukraine, were names that piqued our curiosity, but Santorini 
did turn out to be a memorable bonus. 
 
But first things first.  And that first thing was Istanbul, where we boarded the 694-passenger Quest, one of Azamara's two 
vessels, both among the eight "R-ships" made surplus when Renaissance Cruises shut down in 2001.Though this was our 
first Azamara voyage, we were familiar with R-ships because we'd sailed in Princess Cruises' Ocean Princess and Oceania 
Cruises' Regatta, both sisters. Service and protocols on the ships differed, but we liked all three for their intimate size, woody 
décor and "shippy" feel, in contrast to the high-rise luxury-resort vibe of the big cruise ships.  Darkness fell as we awaited 
departure, and lights came up to bathe the minarets of the Hagia Sophia and Blue Mosque, visible from our ship at its 
downtown berth. A crescent moon rose above them; at 10 o'clock, lines were loosed, and we sailed through the Bosporus, 
where the amplified call to worship sounded from both the European and Asian sides of the narrow strait.   
 
Next morning we docked at the Bulgarian port of Varna. Whenever possible, we prefer to experience ports independently 
rather than on the organized tours. In Varna, we walked along a beach adjacent to the port and into an expansive park and 
gardens before lunching at an outdoor café. We ordered "Bulgaria on a plate": feta and tomatoes with pesto, tiny meatballs, 
tzatziki (yogurt-based sauce), peppers in yogurt and taramasalata, an appetizer that usually contains roe.  Other than being 
able to say we'd been to Romania, the Port of Constanta didn't offer much, still muffled in dour Soviet bleakness. (Perhaps 
we should have taken the ship tour this time.)  But the Ukrainian ports were winners. At Odessa, we walked off the ship and 
up the Potemkin Steps, 192 in all, the formal entrance to a city filled with elegant architecture, the best of which is a 

mailto:oceanvoyag@aol.com
http://www.latimes.com/topic/intl/ukraine/odessa-%28ukraine%29-PLGEO000000341625.topic
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magnificent opera house completed in 1887. We returned that evening for "Swan Lake," danced, disappointingly, to recorded 
music, though the splendor of the Viennese Baroque interior made up for that.  Sevastopol, on the Crimean Peninsula, has 
long been a naval base for the Russian and now for the Ukrainian Black Sea fleet, and the ships were in. Despite the 
extreme July heat — which dogged us throughout the cruise — I walked around town, especially the promenades along the 
harbor, and visited a maritime museum, where there was not a word of English. Perhaps Sevastopol's greatest contribution 
was on deck that evening, during the "White Night" celebration with a buffet dinner and a thoroughly engaging song and 
dance performance by the Black Sea Navy Ensemble.  Yalta, also in Crimea, was the best of all, with its promenade along a 
harbor beach swarming with bathers, and the Livadia Palace, once the summer residence of Nicholas II, the last czar, and 
the site of the Yalta Conference in 1945 that brought together President Roosevelt, Britain's Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and Soviet Premier Josef Stalin.  We skipped the ship tour again but were fortunate to find a multilingual guide who offered 
an inexpensive van tour to Livadia and other sights. She led us through the palace, enriching the experience. 
 

 
 

                   AZAMARA QUEST and CELEBRITY SOLSTICE at anchor off the Greek Island of Santorini.              (Karl Zimmermann) 

           
Even on this port-heavy itinerary, there was plenty to do onboard: lectures; entertainment every night; and meals in the 
extra-charge ($25) restaurants, Prime C and Aqualina, the main dining room, Discoveries, or the buffet-style Windows Café, 
which led onto Breeza, our favorite spot. Deck chairs and books figured heavily in our time on the ship. This line calls itself 
Azamara Club Cruises, with a "You'll love where we take you" tag line, so long days in port were the norm, with sailings as 
late as midnight — not good for committed shoppers and gamblers because the casino and all onboard shops must close 
while the ship is in port. We missed more "steaming time" in daylight. The only sea day came when we sailed back through 
the 19-mile-long Bosporus and into the Sea of Marmara, another welcome chance to view Istanbul's minarets and watch the 
plethora of ferries scooting back and forth on multiple routes. 
 
But a late sailing from Santorini, our penultimate port, gave us that perfect sunset on the Breeza. That day we'd tendered 
into Skala and hopped on a small boat for a brisk ride to Oia, on the northwest end of the island.  Oia, all dazzling white, with 
villas tumbling down the lava cliffs to the sea, was so picturesque it could have been a movie set. We strolled along the cliff 
top, had lunch overlooking the water at Thalami, billed as a "traditional tavern," caught a bus back to Fira, then a cable car 
down to Skala and a tender to the Quest.  That evening, from Breeza, we looked back at Fira, which crowned the cliff like 
white icing on a cake. It caught the last rays before sunset, then the afterglow. Lights twinkled on, and a full moon off its 
shoulder completed the most vivid mental picture I took home from the cruise. 
 

SHIP NEWS 
 

WINDSTAR CRUISES DOUBLES IN SIZE:  The three original Seabourn Cruise Line ships, SEBAOURN PRIDE (1988), 

SEABOURN SPIRIT (1989) and SEABOURN LEGEND (1989), have been sold to Xanterra Parks & Resorts, the parent 
company of Windstar Cruises.  Although not sailing vessels like the Windstar ships, the Seabourn cruise ships are similarly 
sized, at just under 10,000-tons and accommodating 208 passengers each.  Andy Todd, CEO of Xanterra, stated that “This 
expansion is the perfect way to build on the momentum following our recent fleet wide renovation, providing us with the 
much needed capacity to match the accelerating demand for our intimate style of yacht cruising.”  Seabourn president Rick 
Meadows announced that his company is in discussion with shipbuilders to add a new ship to their fleet, which will be 
reduced to three vessels after the sale: SEABOURN ODYSSEY (2009), SEABOURN SOJOURN (2010) and SEABOURN 
QUEST (2011).  These newer ultra-deluxe ships are considerably larger than the original Seabourn trio, at 32,346-tons and 
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carrying 450 passengers.  After renovations to rebrand the vessels for the Windstar fleet, the transfer of the Seabourn ships 
is expected to take place between April 2014 and May 2015. 
 
AIDA CRUISES SCHEDULES FIRST MIAMI DEPARTURES: The “Clubships” of German-market AIDA Cruises will 

homeport in “the cruise capital of the world,” Miami FL, for the first time during the winter of 2014/2015.  The cruises will be 
operated on the AIDAvita (2002), one of the smaller ships of the fleet, at 42,289-tons with capacity for 1,582 passengers.  
The cruises will have combinable ”butterfly” type itineraries.  Eastern Caribbean voyages (10-day) will call at Port Canaveral, 
San Juan, Tortola, Samana and Nassau, while Western Caribbean cruises (11-day) will include Tampa, New Orleans 
(overnight), Cozumel and Key West.  AIDA Cruises, seeking funds for expansion in the late 1990’s, entered a financial joint 
venture with Princess Cruises, which has since become part of the Carnival Corporation. 
 
TUI CRUISES REVEALS DESIGN FEATURES OF NEWBUILDS: Another German-market line not very well known in the 

United States is TUI Cruises, part of a joint venture with Royal Caribbean International.  TUI is a vast German hotel and 
tourism conglomerate, which also has a financial interest in Hapag Lloyd Line.  TUI has announced some unusual design 
features of their first newly-built ships, 99,700-ton vessels to be named MEIN SCHIFF 3 and MEIN SCHIFF 4 currently under 
construction STX Finland in Turku.  Most unusual is a 167-square meter glass and steel structure meant to resemble a multi-
faceted diamond, to be situated on the ship’s stern.  This venue will contain two restaurants and a bar, offering dramatic 
views over the ship’s wake.  Other announced features include a glass-bottom lounge, “Blue Balcony,” that will be 
suspended above the ocean from the 14

th
 deck, a 25-meter outdoor lap pool, a performance space with concert-hall 

acoustical qualities, a 3-deck theatre, 12 bars and lounges, and 11 restaurants.  80% of the ships 1,250 cabins will have 
balconies, each equipped with a TUI standard- a hammock! 
 

    
 

MEIN SCHIFF 3 & 4 will feature an unusual faceted observation restaurant / lounge structure on their sterns.                           (TUI Cruises) 

 
CRUISE TO CUBA: Cuba Cruise, a start-up company based in Calgary, Alberta Canada has chartered the 25,611-ton, 

1992-built LOUIS CRISTAL (ex-SALLY ALBATROSS, LEEWARD, SUPERSTAR TAURUS, SILJA OPERA, OPERA) for 7-
day circle-Cuba cruises starting in December, 2013.  Dugald Wells, co-founder of Cruise North Expeditions, is leading the 
new company.  The cruises will sail from Havana, Cuba on Mondays, with optional embarkation in Montego Bay, Jamaica on 
Fridays. Cuban ports of call will include Cayo Coco, Holguin, Santiago de Cuba and Cienfuegos; shore excursions will be 
offered to six UNESCO World Heritage sites and four National Parks.  Besides continuing to manage and operate the vessel, 
Louis Cruise Lines will promote and sell the Cruise Cuba voyages on LOUIS CRISTAL. 
 

TITANIC II GRABS HEADLINES: Australian billionaire Clive Palmer hosted a formal dinner on the carrier INTREPID in New 

York in late February to formally announce his plans to build a replica of the TITANIC.  He is in negotiations with Finnish 
naval architecture and engineering firm Deltamarin and Nanjing, China-based CNC Jinling Shipyard to design and build the 
vessel, to be operated by his start-up company Blue Star Line.  The maiden voyage, from Southampton to New York, is 
tentatively scheduled for 2016, and Palmer reports that he has had thousands of requests for space on the crossing.  Design 
details were unveiled at a subsequent press event in London, where the proposed vessel’s 21

st
 Century technologies and 

modern safety equipment were highlighted.  It was also revealed that if built, TITANIC II will not match the original ship’s size 
of 46,328-tons, but will be in the 65,000-ton range. 
 

SMALL CONSOLIDATION:  Lindblad Expeditions has acquired another small adventure cruise operator, Australian-based 

Orion Expedition Cruises.  Lindblad, founded in 1958 by the late Lars-Eric Lindblad and currently run by his son Sven-Olof, 
now operates as part of a joint venture with National Geographic.  The consolidation is designed to enhance expedition 
cruising in the Australia region.  
 

CARGO LINERS ARE BACK: French container shipping giant CMA CGM is offering space for 10 passengers on their new 

MARCO POLO, the world’s largest container ship.  The MARCO POLO (not to be confused with the cruise ship of the same 
name) is just inches short of 1,300 feet in length – longer the OASIS OF THE SEAS or QUEEN MARY 2.  Facilities on board 
include a lounge with audio-visual equipment, library, fitness room and swimming pool.  Cruises vary in length from 2 to 85 
days, and routes are worldwide.  CMA CGM, the world’s third-largest container operator, is based in Marseilles, France and 
has been offering cruises since 2000.  Later in 2013, MARCO POLO will be joined by the similar-sized JACQUES CARTIER 
and ALEXANDER von HUMBOLDT. 
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CMA CGN’s MARCO POLO, the world’s largest           Hurtigruten’s KONG HARALD grounded at Trollfjord, Norway 
containership, carries 10 passengers.         (CMA CGN)        in early March.         (Hurtigruten) 
 
ACCIDENTS OF THE MONTH:  Cruise ship accidents have continued, following the crisis on the CARNIVAL TRIUMPH last 

month.  The TRIUPH was towed into the port of Mobile AL, and the truly appalling conditions on board, along with first-hand 
accounts of the debacle, were revealed to the media. The cause of the accident was determined to be a leak in the return 
fuel line in the Number 6 diesel engine, according to the US Coast Guard.  Fuel sprayed onto the hot engine, resulting in the 
fire.  Fortunately, the fire suppression systems, including H2O and CO2 fog, functioned properly and extinguished the blaze.  
The full inquiry will last six months, and lawsuits are just getting started.  CARIVAL TRIUMPH will be out of service for 
repairs until April at the earliest.   
 
The Hurtigruten (Norwegian Coastal Voyage) KONG HARALD (1993) struck an underwater rock, grounded and began to 
take on water near Trollfjord, late on March 4.  Damage was limited to a forward compartment near the bulbous bow, and the 
ship refloated at high tide.  The ship was then able to sail to the nearby port of Svolvaer and safely disembark all 258 
passengers; repairs will be carried out at a shipyard in Fiskarstrand.  The 11,204-ton KONG HARALD had just departed 
Stokmarknes for an 8-night cruise to Bergen, with numerous fjord stops scheduled en route. 
 
Also during the first week of March, Lindblad Expedition’s NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SEA LION struck and uncharted rock 
after leaving anchorage near Panama City, Panama.  The 62-passenger vessel sustained damage to her hull and one 
propeller, but was able to sail back to Panama City.  Passengers were given the option of continuing their vacation by air and 
land, or returning home with a full refund.  SEA LION then entered drydock in Panama City for repairs. 
 
Norwegian Cruise Line’s unfinished NORWEGIAN BREAKAWAY suffered a fire in a pool equipment room causing heavy 
smoke, but fortunately the ship’s fire safety equipment was functioning and completion will not be delayed.  The damage has 
been estimated a less that 500,000 Euros, and there was no damage to Meyer Werft’s covered building dock # 2, where 
BREAKAWAY was located at the time of the fire.  The ship has since been moved out of the dock for the final phase of fitting 
out and sea trials prior to delivery to NCL in April. 

 
 

OBITUARIES 
 

Longtime member Bruce Gallacher died on January 21, 2013 at the age of 77.  Bruce was the beloved husband and 
shipmate of Marilyn, and father of the crew Patrick and Colleen. 
 
Another longtime member, Gustavo Archilla, passed away on November 27, 2012 in Marco Island, FL at the age of 96. 
Gustavo is survived by his spouse Elmer Lokkins, who were together for 67 years.  Gustavo and Elmer married in Canada 
after 58 years together, in 2003.  Below are links to the New York Times article written at the time of their marriage, and 
Gustavo’s obituary, also from the New York Times. 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/12/16/nyregion/they-held-for-marriage-after-6-decades-decorum-public-gus-elmer-
eloped.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/16/nyregion/gustavo-archilla-whose-wedding-inspired-gay-marriage-advocates-dies-at-
96.html?ref=obituaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/12/16/nyregion/they-held-for-marriage-after-6-decades-decorum-public-gus-elmer-eloped.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/12/16/nyregion/they-held-for-marriage-after-6-decades-decorum-public-gus-elmer-eloped.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/16/nyregion/gustavo-archilla-whose-wedding-inspired-gay-marriage-advocates-dies-at-96.html?ref=obituaries
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/16/nyregion/gustavo-archilla-whose-wedding-inspired-gay-marriage-advocates-dies-at-96.html?ref=obituaries
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SHIP OF THE MONTH by Bob Allen 
 

 
 

                                                             s.s. SHALOM                                              (Zim Lines / Bob Allen collection) 
 

The late 1950’s saw great increases in both passenger and freight traffic to and from the new State of Israel.  The state-affiliated 
ZIM Lines started Haifa – New York service with the 40-year-old, 11,015-ton JERUSALEM (ex-BERGENSFJORD) in 1953, and 
then introduced their first newly built liners, the single-screw, 9,850-ton ISRAEL and ZION in 1955-56.  They were followed in 1957 
by the 9,900-ton JERUSALEM and THEODORE HERZEL, improved with twin screws, and used mostly between Haifa and 
Marseilles, France.  In 1958, ZIM started planning a much larger vessel, a true luxury liner that could be used for both transatlantic 
crossings and cruises, signaling a new era of prestige for the Israeli merchant marine.  The order for the ship was placed in 1959 
with the illustrious French shipyard Chantiers de l’Atlantique, builders of the PARIS (1921), ILE DE FRANCE (1927) and 
NORMANDIE (1935); at the time, FRANCE (1962) was under construction there as well.  Launched on November 10, 1962 as 
SHALOM (Hebrew for peace), the names KING DAVID and KING SOLOMON had been considered.  A unique and beautiful ship, 
she was designed by Israeli naval officer and architect Edmond Wilhelm Brillant, along with the French shipyard.  When completed 
in April 1964, it was clear that SHALOM’s design and décor was of the same high caliber as her better-known 1960’s 
contemporaries CANBERRA, FRANCE, GALILEO GALILEI and GUGLIELMO MARCONI already in service, and the soon-to-be-
introduced OCEANIC, MICHELANGELO, RAFFAELLO, SAGAFJORD and KUNGSHOLM.  While most of her brilliantly colored, 
ultra-modern interiors were the work of Israeli designers and artists, Mexican Rufino Tamayo contributed two murals, and renowned 
Italian sculptor Emanuel Luzzati, well-represented on ocean liners of the period, created works of art for the First Class swimming 
pool.  SHALOM’s general arrangement was flexible and innovative, accommodating First Class forward and Tourist Class aft, with 
interchangeable facilities located amidships.  Public lounges were arranged around corresponding stairwells, with no other 
connecting corridors – fore and aft entrances to these rooms served as the class barriers.  Facilities for First Class included a 
stunning observation lounge (The Circle) overlooking the bow, a library, a smoking room (Peace Pipe Room), the intimate Carmel 
Dining Room and an outdoor pool (Waters of Merom).  The Tourist Class main lounge (Hava Nagila Hall) spanned the ship’s beam, 
aft of which was The Tavern and adjacent pool (The Pool of Shulamith); the Winter Garden was one deck higher.  Port and 
starboard sides of the expansive Sharon Dining Room featured colorful stained glass windows in a contemporary Israeli style 
running the entire length of the room, electrically illuminated from behind.  Both classes shared the synagogue, a two-deck high 
theatre (for movies and live shows), children’s playroom and dining room, and an indoor pool; each class had their own glass-
enclosed promenades.  The spacious Noah’s Ark Nightclub was strategically arranged between the two classes on the main public 
deck, and could be allocated to either by simply opening or closing one door. 
 
SHALOM saw a considerable amount of controversy even before her maiden voyage.  ZIM wanted to install an additional galley for 
those not observant of kosher diets; religious forces wanted the ship restricted to kosher cuisine only.  The single kosher galley plan 
prevailed; but within a year of her debut, the rabbinate permitted non-kosher food to be served on voyages not visiting Israel.  After 
a series of short shakedown cruises from Haifa, SHALOM started her maiden voyage to New York on April 17, 1964.  Despite her 
warm reception, the transatlantic trade had declined drastically since the ship was conceived in 1958-59. In October 1964, at only 
six months old, she was sent to Wilton-Fijenoord Shipyard in the Netherlands for the addition of 11 lucrative First Class cabins, 
which replaced the clever interchangeable Noah’s Ark Nightclub.  On her subsequent Thanksgiving Cruise from New York on 
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November 26, SHALOM collided with the Norwegian tanker STOLT DAGALI in thick fog shortly after clearing the harbor.  The 
tanker was sliced in half and her stern section sank, taking 19 men to the bottom of the ocean.  By late 1965, ZIM could no longer 
economically justify a transatlantic service, and the SHALOM was used primarily for cruising.  However, the kosher galley was still 
controversial, and substantial government subsidies were required to keep her going, so SHALOM was soon put up for sale. 
 
 

 
 

As originally built, SHALOM had some of the most striking interiors of any ship of the 1960’s.  Above is The Circle, the forward-facing First 
Class lounge.  An example of classic mid-20

th
 century furniture, the high-back “Egg Chair” seen at left, is also used on Celebrity Cruises’ 

SOLSTICE-class vessels.                                                                                                                                                         (Zim Lines / Bob Allen collection) 

 
 
She was sold to the German Atlantic Lines in May 1967, as a replacement for their highly popular HANSEATIC (ex-EMPRESS OF 
SCOTLAND) of 1930, which had been lost to fire at New York in September, 1966.  Delivered in November 1967, she remained 
mostly unchanged from her SHALOM days, except for new funnel colors and a new name – HANSEATIC.  As with SHALOM, 
HANSEATIC lost money on the dying transatlantic trade, turning to full-time cruising in 1969.  History repeated itself when German 
Atlantic Line sold the HANSEATIC to Home Lines, as a replacement for its popular 1932-vintage liner HOMERIC (ex-MARIPOSA), 
damaged beyond repair by a fire while cruising 90 miles south of New York in July,1973.  Home Lines sent the 9-year-old ship, 
rechristened DORIC, to Genoa, Italy for rebuilding in the style of their flagship OCEANIC.  The renovation included the use of 
Murano glass lighting fixtures, vast amounts of metal ceiling panels, and much velour-covered furniture.  Although somewhat 
compatible with the flagship, the distinct style of SHALOM was eliminated and replaced by a bland version of the wonderful 
OCEANIC.  However, DORIC became a popular running mate for OCEANIC, and Home Lines operated her seasonally to Bermuda 
from New York, and to the Caribbean from Ft. Lauderdale in winter.  In 1981, just before commissioning their new 30,262-ton 
ATLANTIC, Home Lines received an offer from a Greek company, Royal Cruise Line, to buy the DORIC.  The line’s fleet consisted 
of just one 9,850-ton ship, the 1974-built GOLDEN ODYSSEY.   Royal’s founder, Pericles S. Panagopoulous, felt the 17-year-old 
DORIC would be a perfect fit in their fleet.  He had worked for many years at Home Lines, and knew ships and the cruise business 
very well.  DORIC became ROYAL ODYSSEY, and was completely redesigned, yet again, at Perama, near Piraeus, Greece.  Using 
the prolific Greek interior designers Michael and Agni Katzourakis, the ROYAL ODYSSEY emerged with a new look for her fourth 
maiden voyage, on May 25, 1982.  Her interiors were simple and modern, with brightly colored monochromatic furnishings, mirror-
finished ceilings and indirect lighting – a typical Katzourakis design.  In addition, the ship’s signature side-by side twin funnels were 
removed and replaced by a single larger one, reminiscent of the funnels on the Royal Viking Line ships, the leading deluxe vessels 
of the day. Worldwide luxury cruises followed, and the ROYAL ODYSSEY developed an enviable reputation – so much so, that 
Panagopoulous commissioned a new, larger vessel in 1986.  When completed in June 1988, the 32,242-ton CROWN ODYSSEY 
became Royal’s new flagship, and ROYAL ODYSSEY, now 24 years old, was sold again in November of that year.  Another Greek-
owned start-up company, Regency Cruises, bought her as a fleet mate to their single ship, the 1957-built, 23,000-ton REGENT SEA 
(ex-GRIPSHOLM, NAVARINO).  Renamed REGENT SUN, her fifth and final maiden voyage was on December 9, 1988; only the 
name and funnel markings changed this time.  On REGENT SUN, if one looked hard enough there was still evidence of her early 
years, despite the many changes that took place over the decades.  For example, one might notice an out-of-the-way sign in Italian 
from the Home Lines era, or a wall mural in the First Class forward stairwell by an Israeli artist, that managed to survive the many 
renovations.  Regency had some success in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s operating smaller, older vessels.  They developed 
short but interesting itineraries (including partial Panama Canal transits), provided excellent cuisine and service, and sailed well -
maintained ships - all at very reasonable prices.  But that formula eventually failed as the cruise industry moved towards mega-ships 
with seemingly endless on board diversions and new facilities, all at comparable prices.  On November 3, 1995, REGENT SUN was 
arrested at Nassau, Bahamas as her owners went bankrupt; after 31 years and five diverse careers, the end was near for the old 
SHALOM.  Despite efforts by small cruise companies to revive her, including a proposed tie-in with the Canyon Ranch Spa, 
REGENT SUN (now named SUN II) was sold to Indian ship breakers.  While under tow to the scrapyard, she began taking on water 
off South Africa, and eventually sank on July 26, 2001.  The 37-year-old former pride of the Israeli merchant marine had a long and 
varied career, gave much pleasure to both transatlantic and cruise passengers, and in a final escapade, eluded the scrapyard. 
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 ABOVE: Royal Cruise Line’s ROYAL ODYSSEY successfully operated worldwide in the deluxe cruise market.  (RCL / Bob Allen collection) 
 

          
 

Original Owner:  ZIM Israel Navigation Company, Haifa, Israel  Dimensions:  629’ x 81.3’ 
Builder:   Chantiers de l’Atlantique, Penhoet, St. Nazaire, France Gross Tonnage: 25,338 
Route:   Haifa – New York; cruising    Maiden Voyage: April 17, 1964 
Service speed:  20 knots       Last Voyage: November, 1995 
Pass. capacity:  72 First; 1,018 Tourist (as built)    Demise:   Sank off South Africa, en route to Indian 
  148 First;  864 Tourist (November, 1964)     ship breakers on July 26, 2001 
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LEFT:  A 1978 Home Lines brochure from features OCEANIC and DORIC. 
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BELOW:  The HANSEATIC at Freeport, Bahamas. 
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