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THE CHANDRIS LINERS AND CRUISE SHIPS, 1959 – 1997;
FROM IMMIGRANTS TO OPULENCE AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN
By Doug Newman
The National Opera Center, 330 7th Avenue at 29th Street, 7th Floor, Manhattan
Although significantly involved in passenger shipping for less than four decades, the family-owned Chandris Group
operated a wider variety of ships and services than virtually any firm of its era, from secondhand liners carrying
immigrants from Europe to Australia and converted coastal steamers cruising the Greek islands to some of the
newest and most luxurious cruise ships sailing from North American ports. Join us as current Branch Secretary
and member since 2004 Doug Newman, whose interest in passenger ships was sparked by a childhood cruise on
the then-new HORIZON, presents an illustrated history of Chandris Group’s passenger ships, from the parallel
births of Chandris Lines in 1959 and Chandris Cruises in 1960 to the sale of Celebrity Cruises to Royal Caribbean
in 1997, covering former New York regulars like AMERIKANIS, BRITANIS, GALILEO/MERIDIAN, HORIZON and
ZENITH, as well as some less familiar vessels that rarely, if ever, made their way to our waters.

Chandris funnels: AMERIKANIS (1952/1968), photographed by Ted Scull in 1989 (above, left); CELEBRITY CENTURY (1995), photographed
by Doug Newman in 2010 (above, right).

NEXT EVENTS: Membership meetings: Friday, September 28 – program TBA. Group Cruise to Bermuda on the INSIGNIA, August 18.
ADDRESS: PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384

E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication. Address to the
editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address.

MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Costa Cruises’ COSTA DIADEMA at Palma de Majorca, Spain, on September 11, 2018.

(Larry Levine)

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
SHIP

FROM

TO

VOYAGE

PASSENGER(S)

DATE

CRYSTAL MAHLER
QUEEN MARY 2
QUEEN MARY 2
CELEBRITY REFLECTION
BARK EUROPA
EUROPA 2

Vienna
Southampton
New York
Dublin, Ireland
Scheveingen, Holland
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Vienna
New York
Southampton
Dublin, Ireland
Alborg, Denmark
Limassol, Cyprus

Danube River
Transatlantic
Transatlantic
Norwegian Fjords
Northern Europe
Suez Canal

Milton & Karen Taube
Ted & Suellyn Scull
Alan & Janie Yorker
Tom & Marianne O’Reilly
John & Kathy Morgan
Doug Friedlander & David Sykes

04/19
04/19
05/19
05/19
06/19
06/19

SHIP’S LOG - FEBRUARY
By Marge Dovman
th

With this year marking the 50 anniversary of the maiden voyage of the world-renowned QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 – the QE2 –
our February meeting was the perfect time to celebrate her history along with that of the Cunard Line.
And so, after praising editor Bob Allen for his excellent work on The Porthole, Chairman Pat Dacey remarked on the interesting
situation of having to introduce someone that everyone knows, but he did an excellent job of describing Bill Miller’s many
achievements.
Bill could not resist beginning with reminiscence – his first talk, 51 years ago, was given to the World Ship Society. This was
followed with more reminiscences, about that great favorite ship, the original QUEEN ELIZABETH, her near-sister QUEEN
th
MARY, and the Cunard Line. During the mid-20 Century, Cunard was the epitome of luxury ocean travel. Bill did not delve
into the early history of the two vessels, or the story of their construction. Rather, he began with their compulsory stay in New
York during the early years of World War II. Bill detailed the QUEENS’ wartime trooping activities, when they became known as
the most heroic liners of all time, having carried two and a half million soldiers safely across the oceans. The QUEEN MARY
brought the first shiploads of them home from the war. Once the war was over, Cunard wanted to refurbish both ships
immediately, to bring tourists (and their money) to England. While both ships were popular, according to Bill the QUEEN MARY
had a kind of invisible magic that attracted not only passengers, but also crewmembers, who considered it an honor to work for
Cunard. Bill took us on a photographic tour of the “very British” vessels’ interiors. The sound of their whistles signaling
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departure time grabbed your heart, he said. And Bill pointed out that the QUEENS each carried a team of skilled
photographers to take pictures of fortunate passengers and the many celebrities that sailed on the liners.
While Bill concentrated on the ELIZABETH and the MARY, other Cunarders were not ignored. There was the CARONIA,
named the most luxurious ship of her time, and the cozy, clubby 250-passenger MEDIA and PARTHIA, which sailed on
leisurely nine-day crossings between Liverpool and New York. Some of the Cunard vessels (but not the QUEENS) spent two
days in New York between voyages. Bill has fond memories of touring the empty ships along with some other youngsters,
known to Cunard staff as “the kids.” To the British crew suffering through post-World War II austerity, America was the land of
plenty. They brought much of it back to England, including 45-RPM records featuring artists like Elvis Presley, who would
influence British musicians, including a future group called The Beatles. Bill noted that both QUEENS were registered in
Liverpool, proudly carrying the port’s name on their sterns. However, neither ship ever visited Liverpool; their UK terminal was
in Southampton.
Following the boom years on the North Atlantic in the early and mid-1950’s, times became increasingly unkind to transatlantic
passenger liners. The first jet service between New York and London began with the introduction of the Pan Am Boeing 707 in
the fall of 1958. Ship travel was immediately and negatively affected, but Cunard management did not take the airborne threat
very seriously. In 1957, just over 50% of transatlantic passengers sailed to and from Europe; by the end of 1960, those
favoring the sea voyage dropped to less that one-third, and fell below 14% by the end of 1965. Cunard tried unsuccessfully to
fill in the gap with cruising, and a debilitating British maritime union strike followed in 1966. Cunard had no choice but to rapidly
sell off aging, unprofitable liners. In the spring of 1967, they announced the pending retirement of the QUEEN MARY in fall
1967 and the QUEEN ELIZABETH in fall 1968. The demise of the ELIZABETH was particularly shocking in light of Cunard’s
lavish conversion of her the previous year to a part-time cruise ship, adding an outdoor lido pool and central air conditioning.
Bill reminisced about the final departure from New York of the QUEEN MARY in September 1967, witnessed by a large group
of WSS PONY members from a chartered boat. Sold to the City of Long Beach, CA to become a floating hotel, museum and
convention facility, she has now spent more than 50 stationary years in Southern California – far longer than her 31-year
service career. The QUEEN ELIZABETH was less fortunate. Her financially wobbly retirement venture in Ft. Lauderdale
collapsed in 1970, followed by a sale to Taiwanese ship owner C.Y. Tung for Far East cruise service and floating university use.
In a clever play on his initials, Tung renamed her SEAWISE UNIVERSITY and had her refurbished while at anchor in Hong
Kong. Tragically, she was sabotaged within hours of her scheduled departure for sea trials; the majestic former Cunard
flagship burned and sank at her anchorage. Cut up for scrap on the spot, her double bottoms were eventually incorporated into
landfill, part of the expanded port infrastructure.

Bound for Southampton, QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 departs New York in April 1981.
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(Bob Allen)

The Cunard board considered a replacement for at least one of the QUEENS in the early 1960’s, planning a traditional threeclass transatlantic vessel. But the drastically changing travel patterns caused them to rethink the future ship’s design. She
evolved into a combination liner and cruise ship, with a flexible two-class configuration that could easily be merged into a single
class for cruising. Completed in 1969 and named QUEEN ELIZABETH 2, the futuristic Cunarder was a sleek, forward-looking
vessel. At the end of her maiden voyage that May, the keen eyes of another boatload of WSS PONY members met her in
Upper New York Bay. Much to the stunned dismay of the onlookers, QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 lacked the traditional crimson and
black Cunard colors on her single sculptural funnel. Bill reported that the shock continued when inspection of her interiors
revealed an absence of Cunard’s traditional, cozy wood and leather-lined public rooms. In their place were brilliantly colored,
ultra-modern spaces, visions in stainless steel, aluminum, glass and plastic. But Bill let us know that good news soon followed.
The QE2, as she was nicknamed, became an enormously popular, world-renowned liner and cruise ship. Her world cruises,
which started in 1975, were sell-outs. Crowds around the world lined up at water’s edge to watch her enter and leave port.
Throughout her long career, she was constantly in the headlines. War service in the Falklands Islands in 1982 was an echo of
the earlier QUEENS’ heroic trooping years during World War II. A complete rebuilding, including conversion to diesel power,
took place in 1987. The grounding off Cape Cod (“QE2 on the Rocks” was later served in her bars) was followed by multiple
encounters with enormous waves, rogue and otherwise. She carried on the traditional Cunard transatlantic service for 39
years, the last vessel to do so on a regular schedule.
But the glory of Cunard did not end with QE2, Bill informed us. Cunard’s sagging finances, largely due to its anemic response
to the booming cruise business of the 1980’s and 1990’s, made them a prime takeover target. In 1998, the Carnival
Corporation bought the 160-year-old British company and their fleet. Even more surprising, Carnival announced a dramatic
investment in their new acquisition - plans to build the largest transatlantic liner of all time! The resulting QUEEN MARY 2,
christened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, sailed on her maiden voyage in January 2004, and was QE2’s running mate for the
next four years. In 2008 QE2 was retired and sold to the port of Dubai, where she was to become a floating hotel and museum
– which finally happened after an uncertain ten years. Bill understands that this venture, which looked very doubtful for years,
th
th
is doing well. Bill told us that QUEEN MARY 2 completed her 200 voyage to New York and celebrated her 15 anniversary
this year. Cunard has continued adding ships – the QUEEN VICTORIA in 2007 and the numberless QUEEN ELIZABETH in
2010 – both the embodiment of luxury, according to Bill. Works by the great maritime artists Stephen Card and Robert Lloyd
grace all of the current QUEENS. Bill concluded the program by reminding us of Cunard’s future plans – another QUEEN will
be added to the fleet in 2022.
We thank Bill for another of his magnificent productions and typically enthusiastic presentation. His superb photography made
up approximately three quarters of the program, the balance expertly selected from Cunard’s archives.

MAJESTY OF THE SEAS CRUISE TO KEY WEST AND CUBA, MAY 13-18, 2019
By David G. Hume
On May 13, we flew to Fort Lauderdale to board the MAJESTY OF THE SEAS of Royal Caribbean International for a five-night
cruise to Key West and Havana. The MAJESTY OF THE SEAS entered service in 1992. The ship is 880 feet long with a beam
of 106 feet and a gross tonnage of 74,077. It is the third oldest ship in the current Royal Caribbean fleet, after EMPRESS OF
THE SEAS and MONARCH OF THE SEAS. The ship has the capacity to carry 2,744 passengers and has a crew of 833. It is
powered by diesel engines turning two propellers and has a cruising speed of 22 knots.
The MAJESTY OF THE SEAS is the third and last ship of the Sovereign class, entering service after the SOVEREIGN OF THE
SEAS in 1987 and the MONARCH OF THE SEAS in 1991. The SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS is no longer sailing for Royal
Caribbean, having been transferred to Pullmantur Cruises in 2008 and renamed SOVEREIGN. All three ships were built at
Chantiers de l’Atlantique, which also built the NORMANDIE of 1935, the FRANCE of 1962 and the QUEEN MARY 2 of 2004.
The MAJESTY OF THE SEAS has an elegant profile, with a cruiser stern reminiscent of the NORMANDIE. The signature
feature of the MAJESTY OF THE SEAS is the Viking Crown Lounge, which completely encircles the funnel.
During our cruise, the Captain was Per Kristofferson from Norway and the Chief Engineer was Marijo Buric from Croatia. The
Hotel Director was Mark Rook of the Netherlands. The Cruise Director was Mickey Urrutia, from Lima, Peru. By coincidence,
he had been the Assistant Cruise Director on our cruise aboard the EMPRESS OF THE SEAS last year.
We had been alerted a week in advance that boarding of the ship would be postponed until 5:00 PM, as the ship’s crew would
be “conducting necessary system maintenance” before we boarded. The necessary system maintenance turned out to be a
thorough cleaning of the ship. Accordingly, upon our arrival at the airport shortly after 11:00 AM, we were picked up and
transported by bus to the pier, where we dropped off our luggage, and then transferred to another bus, which took us to a mall
in Fort Lauderdale to spend time until boarding commenced. Each passenger was given a credit of $20.00 to pay for lunch at
the mall.
At about 4:30 PM, we boarded a bus for the ride back to the pier. Passengers had to wait on long lines to check in. We finally
got to our stateroom at about 6:00 PM. This stateroom was located on the port side, forward of the Centrum, and was one of
670 ocean view rooms. The stateroom was not overly large, but we had sufficient room. There were plentiful hangers in the
closet, as well as four metal shelves, one of which contained a safe. We also had a desk with four more drawers of storage on
each side. A small flat-screen television was attached to the wall. There was no mini-fridge.
Dinner the first night on board was open seating, so instead of going at our scheduled time of 8:00 PM, we went at 7:00 PM. On
all other nights, we had assigned seating in the Starlight Dining Room on Deck 4. We found that we had been assigned to a
table for six. Since we preferred a table for two, I went to the maître ‘d to request a change. He found us a table for two
adjacent to a window on the starboard side, which we thoroughly enjoyed.
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There are two main dining rooms on board. The Moonlight Dining Room is on Deck 3 and the Starlight Dining Room is on Deck
4. Both were basically the same, distinguished from each other by dark wood chairs in the Moonlight Dining Room and blonde
wood chairs in the Starlight Dining Room.
We found the food in the dining room good, but not gourmet. Each night’s menu listed only two or three new food options for
starters, main courses and desserts, while several other options, like Caesar’s salad and shrimp cocktail for starters, chicken
and steak for main courses and apple pie a la mode and ice cream for desserts, remained the same each night. I had apple pie
a la mode on three of the five nights. Fortunately, it was very good. On the other two nights, I had coconut flan and cherries
jubilee, which were also very good.
The other main dining option is the Windjammer Café, at the forward end of Deck 11. This restaurant has two dining areas, one
of which overlooks the bow. There are separate food serving stations in each dining area. We utilized this restaurant for
breakfast and lunch. On Deck 12, above the Windjammer Café, are Sorrento’s Pizza, Compass Deli and Johnny Rockets.
Johnny Rockets had a service charge of $9.95.
Aft of the Windjammer Café on Deck 11, there are two pools. One of the pools, called Splashaway Bay, is for children. There
are also several hot tubs. As you enter the pool area from the forward elevator lobby, the Pool Bar is on the port side and a soft
ice cream serving station, with an attendant, is on the starboard side. Towels are made available to the passengers by an
attendant who scans each passenger’s SeaPass Card to ensure their return. Further aft on Deck 11 is an area for teens and a
sports court.
On Deck 12, there is a running track amidships overlooking the pools and a rock-climbing wall behind the funnel. The Viking
Crown Lounge encircles the funnel above Deck 12.
There are four main entertainment venues on board, two of which are located aft. A Chorus Line Theater spans Decks 5, 6 and
7. In this venue, the nightly entertainment featured singers, comedians and production shows. Above the theater, on Deck 8, is
the Spectrum Lounge. Here you could participate in karaoke. On Deck 7 forward of the theater is Boleros, a venue for Latin
music. The fourth main entertainment area is at the bottom of the Centrum, where there was a band playing rock and roll
favorites and a small dance floor. This entertainment space is located between Decks 3 and 4. The Centrum continues
through Deck 7.
The Photo Gallery is located on Deck 3, just forward of the Centrum.
On Deck 4, surrounding the Centrum, are the Shore Excursions and Next Cruise offices on the starboard side and Guest
Services and an internet facility on the port side.
The Centrum Shops are located on Deck 5, as is Café Latte-Tudes. Aft of the Centrum on the port side is the Schooner Bar,
while on the starboard side is Casino Royale.
One welcome feature on the MAJESTY OF THE SEAS is the wraparound promenade on Deck 7, with plenty of deck chairs. It
is one of the widest promenades I have seen, even wider than that on Deck 7 of QUEEN MARY 2.
On Deck 9, above the Spectrum Lounge, the Vitality at Sea Spa and the Fitness Center offer views overlooking the stern.
The itinerary of the MAJESTY OF THE SEAS was identical to the itinerary of the EMPRESS OF THE SEAS, which we sailed
aboard a year earlier. The only difference was that the MAJESTY OF THE SEAS left Havana at 2:00 PM on the second day,
whereas the EMPRESS OF THE SEAS stayed until 5:00 PM on the second day. As on the EMPRESS OF THE SEAS, our first
day was spent at sea, enabling passengers to make bookings for tours. On the second day of each cruise, we docked in Key
West, close to Mallory Square. This time we visited The Key West Butterfly and Nature Conservatory and the Harry S. Truman
Little White House. We also did some shopping along Duval Street.
The weather forecast prior to sailing had indicated that we would have rain and cloudy skies during our cruise. We were
pleasantly surprised to have sunny skies throughout our cruise.
We had been notified in advance that the first tour we had pre-booked in Havana, the “Historic Hotels in Havana,” had been
cancelled. Our preferred alternate, “Walking Old Havana with Hemingway”, was also cancelled. We ended up taking a walking
tour during which we saw the Castillo de la Real Fuerza, now a war museum, El Capitolio, the Gran Teatro de La Habana and
the adjacent Parque Central. Nearby was Bar Floridita, where I sat at the bar beside the bronze statue of Ernest Hemingway
and had a Cuba Libre while being entertained by local musicians.
On the evening of our first night in Havana, we took a tour to Hotel Nacional de Cuba, which opened in 1930. Here we saw a
show at Cabaret Parisien, a nightclub in the hotel. We were each given a complimentary mojito, said to be Ernest Hemingway’s
favorite drink, and treated to a colorful and energetic spectacle of singers and dancers.
On our second day in Havana, we took another walking tour during which we saw, among other things, the Plaza de San
Francisco, the Plaza de la Cathedral, the Plaza Vieja and the Museo Palacio de Gobierno. On display adjacent to the Museo is
Coche 99, named “Mambi”, of the Ferrocarriles de Cuba, the Cuban railroad. This train car, now a museum, was made in the
United States and arrived in Cuba in 1912. It served as the Presidential Car. The car is decorated with mahogany paneling
and furniture. It contains a sitting room at one end, followed by a children’s bedroom, two adult bedrooms with shared
bathroom, a dining room, a kitchen with adjacent sitting area for the cooks and waiters and a cold storage area at the other end.
It was last used by Fulgencio Batista.
The early afternoon departure from Havana gave us memorable views of Morro Castle on the starboard side. After leaving the
harbor, we took a last opportunity to explore the ship and walk along the promenade on Deck 7.
Our disembarkation from the ship was relatively fast compared to the boarding process and we were soon on a bus heading to
the nearby airport.
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MAJESTY OF THE SEAS is part of the SOVEREIGN-Class, the world’s largest when the lead vessel was completed in 1988. However, she
has a shallow enough draft to enter the depth-restricted harbor at Havana, Cuba. She is seen in Key West, FL (top) and Havana (below).
(David G. Hume)
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Back to the 1980’s! MAJESTY OF THE SEAS, designed 35 years
ago, is definitely a vintage vessel in today’s market.
Top row: The once-revolutionary Viking Crown Lounge set in the
MAJESTY’s funnel has a 360-degree view, including the pool deck
and waterslides (left). RCCL’s trademark Schooner Bar features
some wood decking and model sailing ships (right).
Middle row: Seating 1,000, the show was the largest at sea when
MAJESTY was new (left). The ship’s twin main dining rooms are
stacked aft of the atrium, which restricts ceiling height; however, giant
portholes line both sides of the rooms (right).
Bottom row: The 5-level atrium ties together most public spaces on
the MAJESTY. The first atrium on a modern cruise ship to exceed 2
decks, it was a groundbreaking feature of the SOVEREIGN-Class
(left).
(all photos: David G. Hume)
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SHIPS IN PORT: TURKEY’S LITTLE GIRESUN
By Bill Miller
It was something of a banner day for Manhattan’s Luxury Liner Row – 9 passenger liners were in port on the same day, in July
1962. I couldn’t miss it. A friend and I went into the City and walked over to “the docks,” as we called them. What a
collection of ships! From the north end, at Pier 97, there were the GRIPSHOLM, HANSEATIC, QUEEN FREDERICA, QUEEN
ELIZABETH, FRANCE, FLANDRE, AMERICA, VULCANIA and, a very rare caller to the port, the little Turkish passenger ship
GIRESUN. Berthed in the north slip of Pier 84, the ship had made a one-time-only crossing from Istanbul to New
York. Altogether, this large group of liners created quite a sight. All the ships were purposely and uniquely dressed in flags for
the day and although it was a first, up close glimpse of still-quite-new FRANCE, the low-standing GIRESUN caught my greatest
attention.
Owned by the Turkish Maritime Lines, the 440-ft long GIRESUN was a Danish-built passenger-cargo liner, the ACONCAGUA,
first owned by the Chilean Lines. Along with two sister ships, she carried passengers as well as cargo on the ValparaisoPanama Canal-New York run. Used by the Americans as a troop ship during World War II, she was sold to Turkey in 1948 and
provided regular service across the Mediterranean, between Istanbul and Izmir, Haifa, Limassol, Naples, Genoa, Marseilles and
Barcelona. At the time of her visit to New York, the 6,800-ton GIRESUN could carry up to 528 passengers – 11 in so-called
“deluxe” class, 105 in first class, 60 in second and then, mostly in large cabins and dormitories, 352 in low-fare third class.
The white-hulled GIRESUN would never again visit New York. She sailed in Mediterranean waters until broken-up for scrap in
the late 1960s.

The GIRESUN is second from the bottom in this view.
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(Bill Miller Collection)

SHIP NEWS
By Bob Allen

DISASTER ON THE DANUBE: Viking River Cruises’ VIKING SIGYN rammed the small Hungarian-registered excursion vessel
HABLEANY on the Danube River in central Budapest on the evening of May 29. The HABLEANY sank instantly, with 19
reported dead and 9 missing and presumed dead. Only 7 were rescued from the river’s currents. The rescue operation was
extremely difficult due to the darkness, heavy rain and the river’s swift current; bodies were eventually recovered as far as 100
kilometers from the collision site. Divers were unable to complete a search of the submerged vessel due to the strong currents.
It is expected that additional victims will be recovered when the vessel is eventually raised. The 1949-built HABLEANY was 28
meters long and could accommodate up to 60 passengers; she was approximately half-filled with South Korean tourists at the
time of the accident. VIKING SIGYN, a newly constructed “Longship” class vessel reported no injuries, although she sustained
a damaged bow. Her captain, a 10-year veteran of Viking Cruises, and the entire incident are now under investigation. It has
been reported that the captain was serving as first officer on the VIKING IDUN when she collided with a tanker on the River
Scheldt near Antwerp in April.

A recently introduced Viking “Longship” like the one pictured above, was involved in a tragic Danube River collision.

(Viking River Cruises)

ADIOS, CUBA: The U.S Department of The Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) released a new policy
regarding Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR) on June 4. The regulation bans most travel to Cuba, including all cruise
ship departures from the United States, effective June 5. Cruise lines reacted within hours, diverting mid-cruise ships that were
about to call at Cuban ports. Various on-board credits, future cruise credits and penalty-free cancellations were offered to very
disappointed passengers of multiple cruise lines. Next, cruise lines scrambled to replace Cuban ports of call with alternatives in
the Bahamas and Caribbean for the foreseeable future. Startup cruise operator Virgin Voyages had planned to showcase Cuba
th
during its premier season of the SCARLET LADY. They released a statement on June 5 , as did other cruise lines, highlighting
the benefits and flexibility of cruising in difficult times: “While we’re disappointed about the travel restrictions that eliminate
cruising to Cuba, the beauty of sea travel is that we have the flexibility to adjust our itineraries if needed. Our Crew is working
hard to make necessary adjustments to any affected sailings that feature a stop in Havana next year, and we’ll be announcing
updated voyages featuring a replacement port early next week.” The administration’s stated reason for the ban was the Cuban
government’s support of dictators and regimes that are hostile to US interests. However, cruises to Russia and China are
unaffected by this “logic.”
SUNRISE IN NEW YORK: CARNIVAL SUNRISE, originally completed in 1999 as CARNIVAL TRIUMPH, was in New York
following a $200-million renovation and renaming in late May. The 101,509-ton vessel is the second of the DESTINY-Class to
receive a complete makeover and new name, following sister ship CARNIVAL SUNSHINE, ex-CARNIVAL DESTINY.
CARNIVAL RADIANCE, ex-CARNIVAL VICTORY, will be reintroduced following her renovation next spring. SUNRISE’s
naming ceremony in New York was a Carnival family affair. The ship’s godmother is Kelly Arison, daughter of Carnival
Chairman Mickey Arison and Madeleine Arison, who was godmother to the TRIUMPH in 1999. Kathie Lee Gifford, a Carnival
spokesperson for much of the past 35 years, was at the christening and addressed the crowd; she was godmother for two
Carnival ships in the 1980’s and 1990’s. A gigantic champagne bottle sculpture dominated the festivities, souvenir versions of
which will sell on board the SUNRISE. Proceeds will go to a favorite Arison charity, the Ehlers-Danlos Society (EDS), which
supports those with joint hypermobility spectrum disorders.
SILVER ANNIVERSARY FOR SILVERSEA: Silversea Cruises, one of the leading ultra-deluxe cruise companies operating in
th
the worldwide market, just celebrated its 25 Anniversary. The 296-passenger SILVER CLOUD, christened on May 30, 1994 in
Monaco, is still part of the growing fleet. Sister SILVER WIND followed in 1995, and then the slightly larger SILVER SHADOW
(2000) and SILVER WHISPER (2001) were introduced. 2008 saw the debut of expedition cruising, with the acquisition of a
second hand vessel, SILVER EXPLORER. The next newly built ship for Silversea was the SILVER SPIRIT of 2009, which was
lengthened in 2018. In 2013, Silversea commissioned another secondhand vessel, SILVER GALAPAGOS, for luxury cruising
to her namesake islands. SILVER DISCOVERER joined the expedition fleet in 2014, just as planning began for a new series of
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vessels for worldwide cruising: the SILVER MUSE-Class. When completed in 2017, SILVER MUSE became the line’s largest
ship at 40,700-GRT, with a still modest capacity for 596 passengers. She will be joined by sister ships SILVER MOON in 2020
and SILVER DAWN in 2021. The expedition fleet is also growing, with the larger SILVER ORIGIN to replace SILVER
GALAPAGOS in 2020, and SILVER CLOUD was renovated and transferred to the expedition fleet last year. 2018 was a
monumental year for Silversea, when Royal Caribbean International purchased a 66.7% ownership in the previously 100%
family-owned company. Announced shortly after the merger closed: the EVOLUTION-Class of at least two vessels, with
delivery scheduled to begin in 2022. On the occasion of the anniversary, Silversea’s Executive Chairman Manfredi Lefebvre
(son of the line’s founder) released an optimistic statement regarding the future of the line, even in today’s highly competitive
luxury market. He said: “I feel so proud when I consider what we have achieved in 25 years. From just one ship in 1994 to a
fleet of nine vessels with at least five to come, we will soon realize the vision set out by my father when he brought innovation to
our industry and founded our cruise line. I am grateful to our loyal guests, our travel advisors, and to our crew and employees –
they have made this great achievement possible. We continuously work to push the boundaries of travel; rest assured that this
is just the beginning.”

Clockwise from top left: SILVER WIND in New York on May 4, 2019; The Restaurant, The Observation Lounge and The Bar are typical of the
intimate interiors of the SILVER WIND.
(Bob Allen)
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