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THE SUPERLINERS: TWILIGHT OF AN ERA
A National Geographic Film
At The Gallery at CCNY, 28 East 35th Street, Manhattan – PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE!

The legendary QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 arriving in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida in 1979

(Pat Dacey)

This educational film produced by National Geographic in association with WQED in Pittsburgh was filmed in 1979 and released in 1980. The
film documents a westbound crossing in the QE2 with both crew and passenger interviews, footage from public spaces and working areas of
the ship including the bridge and engine room. Also shown is a rare glimpse of her dramatic unassisted docking in New York City by Captain
Ridley during a tugboat strike and a commentary about her reduced six-hour turnaround. The film, for which Frank Braynard served as
historical advisor, provides rare insight and footage of the QE2 during a period where her future remained uncertain, as rising fuel costs and the
competition from air travel challenged the time-honored tradition of crossing the Atlantic by ship.
Through archival film footage, the film also examines the role that the ocean liner has played as the "Atlantic Ferry" in times of peace and war,
with a discussion of the immigrant trade, the Blue Riband and the superliners of the times. Historical footage captures the NORMANDIE,
QUEEN MARY, QUEEN ELIZABETH as well as other liners plying their trade.
The film is 50 minutes long and will be shown in its entirety followed by a discussion on the screening as well as recent developments with
QE2’s restoration and its grand opening as a floating hotel this October (limited opening on April 18, 2018).
NEXT EVENTS: Membership meeting: Friday, September 21. Group cruise on the QUEEN MARY 2: September 23 or 30 (7 or 14 days)
Group Cruise on the INSIGNIA: August 18, 2019
ADDRESS: PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384

E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication. Address to the
editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address.

MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH

NORWEGIAN GEM and NORWEGIAN BLISS at New York, May 2018.

(Justin Zizes)
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MUSEUMS, LECTURES AND HARBOR CRUISES
CONTACT THESE INSTITUTIONS BY EMAIL OR PHONE FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org or 212-748-8600.
MYSTIC SEAPORT www.mysticseaport.org or 860-572-0711.
NEW SOUTH WALES WSS: Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Complex in Lord Street, Roseville. Contact the branch at PO Box 215,
Strathfield, New South Wales 2135, Australia for additional information.
MERSEYSIDE WSS: Meetings are held at The Seafarer’s Centre, Cambridge Road, Crosby L22 1RQ. Contact the Mersey Log editor for more
information at johnthomas23@gmail or 01244 34702.
THE NATIONAL LIBERTY SHIP MEMORIAL, INC. www.ssjeremiahobrien.org or liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org or 415-544-0100. 1275
Columbus Avenue, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94133-1315.
NEW YORK WATER TAXI, www.nywatertaxi.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises departing from both South Street Seaport Pier 17 and Pier
84 at West 44 Street. Hop on – hop off service throughout New York Harbor is offered as well. Contact via website or telephone for departure
times and prices.
CIRCLE LINE DOWNTOWN, www.circlelinedowntown.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises on the ZEPHYR from April to December, and
aboard New York Water Taxi from January to March, departing from Pier 17, South Street Seaport.
CIRCLE LINE, www.circleline42.com or 877-731-0064. Circle Manhattan and other harbor cruises, departing from pier 84 at West 44 Street.
NEW YORK WATERWAY, www.nywaterway.com or 800-533-3779. Trans-Hudson ferry service and special-event cruises.
THE NATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM www.lighthousemuseum.org or 718-390-0040 – PLEASE NOTE NEW PHONE NUMBER! Contact
for schedule of cruises and other events.
THE WORKING HARBOR COMMITTEE www.workingharbor.com or 212-757-1600. Cruises to both remote and well-travelled parts of New
York Harbor - the Hudson River to view tugboat races, Gowanus Bay and Erie Basin in Brooklyn, and a circumnavigation of Staten Island.
THE NOBLE MARITIME COLLECTION, www.noblemaritime.org or 718-447-6490. Maritime lectures and art exhibits at the Sailor’s Snug
Harbor Cultural Center on Staten Island, NY.
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP www.ssjohnwbrown.org or 410-558-0646. Visit or sail on the World War II vintage Liberty Ship, based in Baltimore,
MD.
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SHIP’S LOG - APRIL
Our April meeting began on a somber note as we learned of the passing of two long-time members, Phyllis Poda and Richard
Faber, with Ted Scull giving detailed anecdotes of each. Following this, chairman Marjorieann Matuszek introduced our
speaker, Allan Jordan, describing his background of professional reporting on the contemporary cruise industry.
Allan’s subject was the history of New York as a cruise port from the days of the great liners to the present. An almost infinite
number of old and new favorites passed before our eyes and ears as Allan illustrated his talk with pictures from brochures and
other memorabilia. He began just after the end of World War II, when the prevailing image of cruising was a holiday mostly for
the elite. This view was reinforced by the long, luxurious cruises of the period on such legendary ships as Cunard’s CARONIA,
Swedish America’s Scandinavian-accented KUNGSHOLM, and Holland America’s elegant NIEUW AMSTERDAM.
Moving into the 1960’s, Allan described the increase in activities featured on cruises, along with new ideas for shipboard
diversions. Grace Lines was one of the first to feature professional onboard entertainment on the sisters SANTA ROSA and
SANTA PAULA of 1958. They cruised from New York on 13-day voyages to the Caribbean, Central and South America. Greek
Line, with the 1953-built OLYMPIA and the 1956-built QUEEN ANNA MARIA (ex-EMPRESS OF BRITAIN), popularized the
cruise to “nowhere,” usually a 3-night weekend voyage from New York into the Atlantic, without ports of call. Furness Bermuda
Line maintained deluxe service to Hamilton, Bermuda with the three-stacked QUEEN OF BERMUDA, built in 1933. She lost
two of her funnels in a modernization effort in 1961. Her running mate was the OCEAN MONARCH of 1951, a single funnel
liner from her first day, which also ventured on longer Caribbean cruises. French Line’s FRANCE of 1962, designed for
transatlantic service only, was cruising off-season by mid-decade, featuring the French Line’s world famous glamour and
superb cuisine. The Italian Lines’ LEONARDO DA VINCI (1960), MICHELANGELO and RAFFAELLO (both 1965) brought
dazzling Italian-designed interiors to the cruise industry. The glorious ROTTERDAM of 1959 was a dual-purpose liner and
cruise ship, successful in both trades. During her 1969 refit, Holland America added a unique feature well suited to her cruise
service – the poolside buffet restaurant. Called the Lido, the self-service restaurant replaced the Tourist Class nightclub and
Café, and had a glass bulkhead with a view of the outdoor pool. A simple but brilliant idea, decades ahead of its time, as
similar dining venues became an indispensible feature of purpose built cruise ships.
Allan pointed out that the 1960’s cruise fleet consisted mostly of refitted ocean liners or dual purpose vessels, with only a very
small fraction intended for year-round cruise service. Allan explained that without a doubt, the most exciting and revolutionary
addition to the 1960’s cruise fleet was Home Lines’ 39,000-ton OCEANIC. Conceived as a dual-purpose cruise ship and
Atlantic liner, she entered service as a pure cruise ship in April 1965. She was by far the largest ship ever used for year-round
cruise service; industry skeptics doubted she could be profitable. Her spectacular interiors, huge cabins (suites had private
balconies, a novelty at the time), and “Magradome” sliding roof over the amidships pool deck were sensational, unlike anything
afloat. OCEANIC was an instant hit, selling out many months in advance during her first dozen years of service from New York.
Several late 1960’s and early 1970’s events precipitated the rise of cruise service from New York. One was the 1969
introduction of the new Cunard flagship, the dual-purpose QE2. CARMANIA and FRANCONIA, popular Cunard cruise ships
originally built as Atlantic liners, were replaced in the early 1970’s by the purpose-built CUNARD AMBASSADOR of 1973.
Another factor was Chandris America Lines’ entry into the deluxe cruise business of with the AMERIKANIS, rebuilt in 1968 on
the hull of the Union Castle liner KENYA CASTLE (1952). They followed with the ATLANTIS (1971), a complete reconstruction
of the 1944-built GENERAL W.P. RICHARDSON, later LA GUARDIA, LELANI and PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. While the
ATLANTIS was unsuccessful due to her enormous fuel consumption, Chandris became a major player in the New York market,
remaining a strong presence in the port for the next 30 years. However, their luxury position in the market fluctuated frequently
with the passing decades.
Despite strong growth, the fuel crisis of the mid-1970s, plus the aging of the former transatlantic liners, greatly diminished cruise
service from the port. By the end of 1975 the French Line, Swedish America Line and Greek Lines ceased operations, with
Italian Line following soon after. A few smaller companies started cruise service during the decade, but were not very
successful – Baltic Shipping’s MAKSIM GORKI and Venture Cruise Lines AMERICA were two that Allan mentioned. During the
early 70’s, massive growth and purpose built cruise ships flourished in the Florida market – Royal Caribbean and Norwegian
Caribbean Cruise Line (later NCL) were wildly successful. One newly formed cruise line – Flagship Cruises – was based in New
York, and built the stunning new SEA VENTURE (1971) and ISLAND VENTURE (1972). Unfortunately, the line was not
financially successful, and the new fleet was sold to West Coast-based Princess Cruises. Flagship attempted a revival with the
recently unemployed KUNGSHOLM in 1976, but went out of business in 1978.
1980 turned out to be a pivotal year for the cruise industry. NCL purchased the FRANCE, and she emerged as the rebuilt
NORWAY in May of that year. She arrived in New York on her maiden voyage from Oslo, making a huge impression on the
maritime world. Although she continued directly to her year-round Miami base, her effect on the entire cruise industry was
dramatic. Like the OCEANIC 15 years earlier, there was much doubt that a huge 70,000-ton, 2,000-passenger cruise ship,
easily the world’s largest, could be profitable. But history repeated itself - waitlists for cabins on the NORWAY grew larger as
the 1980’s progressed. Cruising was coming back, and by the mid-1980’s effects spilled over to the New York market. Home
Lines built two new ships for the market – the ATLANTIC (1982) and HOMERIC (1986), though both cruised from Florida during
winter. Royal Caribbean based a ship in the city for the first time by mid-decade, placing the NORDIC PRINCE of 1972 on the
summer Bermuda run. The QE2 retained her popularity through the decade, and Chandris created their upscale Celebrity
Cruises division, rebuilding the GALILEO as the MERIDIAN in 1989.
Allan explained that by the 1990’s, cruise growth was exponential, and state-of-the-art, purpose-built cruise ships were
seasonally based in New York. NCL introduced the new DREAMWARD in 1992, while Royal Caribbean brought the SONG OF
AMERICA north to replace the smaller NORDIC PRINCE. Holland America Line, absent from New York for much of the 1980’s
(except for yearly world cruise departures), returned to the city with the newly acquired WESTERDAM (ex-HOMERIC) in 1990,
the refurbished ROTTERDAM in 1991, the NOORDAM in 1992 and the brand new STATENDAM in 1993. Carnival Cruises
debuted in New York during the 1990’s, and have remained a major presence. Celebrity Cruises expanded with the newly
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constructed HORIZON (1990) and ZENITH (1992), both offering Bermuda cruises. Fall cruises to Canada and New England
also flourished during the decade.
The 2000’s saw the return of year-round cruising from the Port of New York. NCL invested heavily in new vessels, finally
replacing the great NORWAY. They saw an opportunity, particularly after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, to base ships in the densely
populated New York area, offering ”no fly” cruises to an eager audience. Their new NORWEGIAN DAWN was assigned to New
York year round starting in 2002, and was a huge success.
By the 2010’s, there was not enough space at the Manhattan Passenger Ship Terminal to accommodate all of the cruise traffic.
Major infrastructure expansion and improvements to the port included terminals in Brooklyn at Red Hook, and at the old navy
pier in Bayonne, NJ. Cunard’s QUEEN MARY 2 and the Princess Cruises vessels are based in Brooklyn, while Royal
Caribbean and sister company Celebrity Cruises dock in Bayonne.
Allan concluded by pointing out that today, the Port of New York hosts the most modern, amenity-laden vessels in the world,
including such recent mega-ships as ANTHEM OF THE SEAS and CARNIVAL HORIZON. The Port of New York has truly
been reborn! We thank Allan for this comprehensive and informative view of our city’s history as a cruise port.
Marge Dovman and Bob Allen

MINI REVIEW: THE SUMPTUOUS SILVER MUSE
By Bill Miller
Lucky me! In late April, I had my 70th birthday luncheon onboard the SILVER MUSE, berthed at Pier 90, in the ship’s sleekly
decorated Indochine Restaurant. After the festivities, we set sail from New York harbor on a 12-night cruise across the
Atlantic, via St John’s, Newfoundland and then onward to four Irish ports – Galway, Killybegs, Belfast and finally Dublin. The
ship was just about full up – over 500 passengers in all, most of whom boarded days before in Fort Lauderdale. And about 100
guests were continuing onward with the ship, cruising from Dublin southward to Western Europe, into the Med and then
finishing at Barcelona.
The eight-deck SILVER MUSE is quite sumptuous! A true sea-going yacht in immaculate white, it is Italian-built & designed,
and launched into six-star, luxury service just last year at a cost of $500 million. At nearly 41,000 tons, the MUSE is almost 700
feet in length – the same as such legendary Atlantic liners as the ANDREA DORIA and the 1959 BREMEN. Onboard, there’s
just about every facility and amenity: observatory, library, 200-channel TV, a jogging track, whirlpool & full swimming pool, topdeck pizzeria, several boutiques, card room, Hot Rocks café, pillow concierges, casino, 9 dining venues, Zagara Spa, fitness
center and 24-hr on-duty staff. And the ship is all suites – there are no staterooms. These quarters are headed by a very
roomy owner’s suite measuring almost 1,000 square feet. I had one of the very roomy Panorama Suites: large bedroom,
sitting area, terrace, marble bathroom (with full tub and separate glass-enclosed shower) and a walk-in closet as big as some
cabins on other ships. There was a fully-stocked refrigerator, Bulgari amenities in the bathroom, complimentary WiFi, twin TV
screens and a marble-topped desk as long as, say, Chile. And dining in suites is all but encouraged – and served by whitegloved butlers.
Owned by Monte Carlo-based Silversea Cruises, but registered in the Bahamas, the MUSE can carry almost 600 guests but is
looked after by 500 staff. Service and food onboard are flawless! There are many variations: Italian, French, Asian Fusion
and, in the main restaurant, the likes of lobster tail and filet mignon are offered nightly. Throughout, the staff makes a point of
addressing guests by name. I was totally indulged and all but tucked in at night. I had a butler as well as a cabin steward. Yes,
they all but brushed my teeth!
Business is obviously booming for Silversea. The Company is expanding its expedition cruise fleet, stretching some of its
ships with added cabins & facilities and is creating a sister to the MUSE, due in 2020 and to be called SILVER MOON.
If I had to rate the beautiful SILVER MUSE on a scale of 1-to-10, she’d get a whopping 14.5!
living) at its very best!

The SILVER MUSE docked in Killybegs, Ireland, May 2108.

The ship offers cruising (and

(Bill Miller)
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EMPRESS OF THE SEAS CRUISE TO KEY WEST AND CUBA, APRIL 9-14, 2018
By David G. Hume
On April 8, we flew to Miami in preparation for our five-night cruise on the EMPRESS OF THE SEAS of Royal Caribbean
International. The EMPRESS OF THE SEAS entered service as the NORDIC EMPRESS in 1990. It was renamed EMPRESS
OF THE SEAS in 2004. In 2008, Royal Caribbean transferred the ship to its subsidiary Pullmantur Cruises under the name
EMPRESS. Royal Caribbean reclaimed the ship in 2016 and restored the name EMPRESS OF THE SEAS. The ship is 692
feet long with a beam of 101 feet and has a gross tonnage of 48,563. It is the oldest and smallest ship in the Royal Caribbean
fleet. At normal capacity, the ship carries 1,602 passengers. If all third and fourth berths are occupied, the ship can
accommodate 1,840 passengers. It has a crew of 668 and a cruising speed of 19.5 knots.
We arrived in Miami one day prior to the cruise and stayed at a small Art Deco hotel in South Beach. We toured buildings on
Ocean Drive and Collins Avenue, walked by the Versace mansion, which is now a hotel, and visited the Wolfsonian Museum.
On April 9, we checked out of our hotel and went to the cruise terminal. The EMPRESS OF THE SEAS docks at Terminal J on
the south side of Dodge Island, directly opposite the terminal on the north side where the newer and larger Royal Caribbean
ships dock. Check-in went relatively smoothly and we boarded the ship shortly after noon. Since cabins would not be ready
until 1:00 PM, we went directly to the Windjammer Café for lunch. Unlike on most modern cruise ships, this lido restaurant is
located forward on Deck 10, directly over the bridge. It has seating on three sides with forward facing views.
Directly aft of the Windjammer Café is an outdoor pool with three large hot tubs and a bandstand. A lifeguard is on duty at the
pool. There is a large movie screen on the front of the funnel. Further aft on the port side is the Spa and on the starboard side
is Adventure Ocean, a children’s entertainment area. At the stern of the ship is Royal Caribbean’s signature feature, the Viking
Crown Lounge. Just above the Viking Crown Lounge on Deck 11 is the Fitness Center, which is accessed by a staircase in the
Viking Crown Lounge.
The Viking Crown Lounge does not wrap around the funnel, as on other Royal Caribbean ships, but extends aft of the funnel.
The reason for this is that the ship had originally been ordered by Admiral Cruises and was to be named FUTURE SEAS. The
plans for the FUTURE SEAS did not include a Viking Crown Lounge. However, in 1987, while the ship was still under
construction, Royal Caribbean merged with Admiral Cruises and the newbuild became part of the Royal Caribbean fleet. The
ship was modified to add the Viking Crown Lounge.
At the aft end of Deck Ten and Deck Eleven is a rock-climbing wall. This facility was not used very much on our cruise.
After lunch, we found our cabin on the starboard side of Deck 3, the lowest passenger deck. Our cabin had four berths and a
picture window. The third and fourth berths were folded up against the walls. Our cabin had two closets, a desk with drawers
and a flat screen television. The bathroom was small but adequate. The water pressure from the sink faucet and the shower
was the strongest I have experienced on any of the cruise ships I have sailed. There was no diminution in pressure caused by
the use in adjacent bathrooms.
There are two elevator banks on the ship. The forward elevator bank has four elevators running from Deck 2 to Deck 10. Two
of these elevators have glass walls and face into the Atrium. The aft elevator bank has two elevators running from Deck 3 to
Deck 10.
The Atrium extends from Deck 5 through Deck 10. Most of the public rooms are on Decks 5, 6 and 10, although the lower
portion of Starlight Dining Room is on Deck 4. The passenger accommodations are on Decks 3, 4, 7, 8 and 9. The only
balcony cabins are located predominantly on Deck 9, with only two aft facing suites on Deck 8.
The upper level of the Starlight Dining Room is located at the aft end of Deck 5. This portion of the dining room is reserved for
people who chose My Time dining, rather than at one of two fixed seatings. For people who chose My Time dining, you can
either make a reservation for a time you want or just show up and wait for a table to be assigned. We opted for My Time dining
and made a reservation prior to the cruise for 7:15 PM every night. I expected that we would be assigned to a different table
every night, depending on what was available. In practice, however, we were assigned each night to a table in one certain area
of the dining room with the same waiter and assistant every night.
We found the food and service in the Starlight Dining Room to be very good. While it may not have been the finest cuisine we
have experienced on a cruise ship, it was more than acceptable. The food in the Windjammer Café seemed somewhat more
limited than in lido restaurants aboard other ships, but here again the quality and selection of food was good.
The galley for the dining room is on the port side of Deck 5 immediately forward of the dining room. This galley also serves
Chops Grille, an extra tariff restaurant located on the port side immediately forward of the galley.
Access to the dining room on Deck 5 is along a corridor on the starboard side. Here you will find Focus, where you can view
pictures taken by the ship’s photographers. Continuing forward, you pass by the entrance to Chops Grille on the port side and
the Next Cruise desks on the starboard side. Also in this area is an entrance to Casino Royale. This casino is on two levels.
The first level is on a platform raised above Deck 5 in the middle of the ship. The second level is on Deck 6 which surrounds
the platform just mentioned. This is a unique arrangement in my experience.
Forward of the Next Cruise desks on Deck 5 is the Schooner Bar, which has a piano player during the evenings. Continuing
forward, you arrive at the Atrium, with the Shore Excursions desk on the port side and the Guest Services desk on the
starboard side.
In the bow of the ship on Decks 5 and 6 is Royal Theatre. On the first night, we were entertained by the ship’s singers, dancers
and a comedian. On the second and fifth nights, we saw a production show. On the third night, there were two shows. The
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first featured three singers performing rock, soul and show tunes. The second was an adult comedy show. On the fourth night,
a juggler entertained the passengers.
At the aft end of Deck 6 is Boleros, a lounge with band and a dance floor. Forward of Boleros on the port side is a room with
video games for teenagers. On the starboard side is a corridor, which takes you to Casino Royale. Forward of the casino you
come to the Royal Shops, which extend to the Atrium. The balcony of the Royal Theatre is in the bow on Deck 6.
A portion of the Atrium on Deck 9 is designated as the Library, but it has cases with very few books. There are a small number
of chairs for reading or relaxing.
The ship has a wraparound promenade on Deck 6. Four laps equal a mile. The forward end of the promenade looks over the
well deck with the docking machinery and the ship’s bell, which reads “NORDIC EMPRESS.” From the forward end of the
promenade deck you can take stairs to viewing platforms on Decks 7 and 8 for views over the bow. A fourth forward viewing
platform is located on Deck 11. As previously noted, there are also forward-facing views in the Windjammer Café.
The highlights of this cruise were the ports, Key West and Havana. Since we had been to Key West before and seen most of
the must-see attractions, we explored the Coast Guard cutter Ingham and one of the Curry Mansions, now operating as a hotel.
At this hotel, we were allowed to take a self-guided tour of each floor and the lookout perch on the roof, from which we had a
good view of our ship, the only one in port that day.
The great draw of this cruise was the two full days the ship spent in Havana. We docked at one of the three piers at which the
Ward Line ships, including the ill-fated MORRO CASTLE and ORIENTE, had docked. Here again, we were the only cruise ship
in port. Being there overnight enabled passengers to take a tour each day and attend one of many different shows at night,
including the Tropicana Cabaret and Cabaret Parisien. On our first day, we opted for a tour of Hemingway’s Havana, which
included (1) a visit to his former home, Finca Vigia, (2) a stop for a drink at a restaurant he frequented in Cojimar, the seaside
town where he kept his boat PILAR, (3) a look into the Floridita bar, which has a life-size bronze statue of Hemingway at one
end of the bar and (4) a look at Hotel Ambos Mundos, where Hemingway and his third wife, Martha Gellhorn, lived before they
moved to Finca Vigia. On our second day, we took a panoramic tour of Havana, during which we stopped at (1) El Morro
fortress, (2) the Christo statue overlooking the harbor, (3) Fusterlandia, a neighborhood of fancifully decorated houses created
as an homage to Antonio Gaudi and (4) the plaza where the May Day celebrations are held.
Of course, another highlight of the visit to Havana was seeing the hundreds of 1950’s era American cars driving around
Havana. Many of them serve as taxis and are available for hire. Most of them are kept in excellent condition, although we were
told that many of them have been fitted with diesel engines due to two factors, the unavailability of parts to repair the original
engines and the lower cost of diesel fuel.
The cruise director is very animated and entertaining. He acknowledged that the ship is the oldest and smallest in the fleet and
said that the aim of the staff is to make the cruise experience fun for all passengers. We found the staff extremely friendly and
helpful and would strongly recommend this cruise.

EMPRESS OF THE SEAS, Royal Caribbean’s smallest ship, is ideally sized for cruises to Cuba.
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(David G. Hume)

WORLD SHIP SOCIETY PONY IS CRUISING AGAIN!
The PONY World Ship Society has an unprecedented lineup of group cruises from which to choose. In 2018, we will be
cruising on the magnificent Cunard Line flagship QUEEN MARY 2. Members can select a 7-day northbound voyage from New
York to Quebec, a 7-day southbound voyage from Quebec to New York, or the entire 14-day cruise round trip from New York-without repeating any ports. Each itinerary also includes an overnight stay in beautiful Quebec City. For summer 2019, we
have already reserved space on a very exciting cruise. For the first time, deluxe operator Oceania Cruises will be sailing 7-day
round-trip cruises from New York to St. George’s and Hamilton, Bermuda. We will be cruising on the luxurious, intimate 700passenger INSIGNIA. Starting at only $1,299 per person, this cruise is a remarkable value, and is sure to sell out quickly.
Don’t hesitate if you wish to have the best selection of cabins on any of these cruises. For more information, call Brad Hatry at
TravelEdge, 212-265-8420, x 222, or 800-729-7472 x 222, or email brad.hatry@traveledge.com.

SHIPS IN PORT: COLLISION COURSES - THE CONSTITUTION AND SANTA ROSA by Bill Miller
Both events were big news. Both made, as I recall, the front pages of the New York Daily News and Journal American. There
were dramatic photos as well. And both involved American passenger ships. And both occurred just weeks apart, now some
sixty years ago.
On March 1st 1959, the big, 683-ft long CONSTITUTION – one of the most popular liners using the Port of New York – was
returning to Pier 84, following a long refit and rebuilding at the Newport News Shipyard in Virginia. After replenishing, she
would resume her regular crossings to the western Mediterranean – to Gibraltar, Naples, Genoa and Cannes. But that was not
to be. Just outside the port entrance and in fog, the 30,000-ton CONSTITUTION rammed and cut-in-half the Norwegian tanker
JALANTA. “It was almost like a knife through butter,” recalled one American Export Lines’ crewmember. The two sections of
the 550-ft long JALANTA remained afloat, however. Quickly, they were in the hands of Moran tugs and under tow. The next
day, I raced up (after 5th grade class) to the Bethlehem Steel shipyard in the northeast corner of Hoboken. The aft two-thirds of
the JALANTA was already in dry dock, but looking gaunt and injured; the bow had also arrived, but then quickly flooded and
was sitting half sunk at the shipyard’s far end, at the 16th Street pier. With a scarred and dented bow, the CONSTITUTION was
diverted and immediately placed in the biggest dry dock at another Bethlehem Steel plant, located at 56th Street in Brooklyn.
Little more than three weeks later, on a very foggy Thursday morning, March 26th, the 15,300-ton SANTA ROSA of the Grace
Line was returning from a 13-day Caribbean cruise. She was to sail again on Friday, leaving Pier 57 at 5:00 pm. But all of that
would be disrupted as well. Off the New Jersey coast, the sleek, gray-hulled SANTA ROSA collided with the US-flag tanker
VALCHEM. The Coast Guard immediately declared it as a “very serious collision.” The tanker’s aft deckhouse and funnel were
lifted off by the sharp stem of the 584-ft-long Grace flagship. Later, they were carried into New York harbor, oddly resting on
the smashed bow of the SANTA ROSA. After the collision, I recall her missing several Friday evening departures, which she
alternated with her sister ship, the SANTA PAULA. Following brief repairs, again at the Bethlehem Steel shipyard at 56th Street
in Brooklyn, the SANTA ROSA sailed off to her builder’s yard, the huge Newport News Shipyard in Virginia. She had been built
there just the year before and so, rather quickly, a new bow was created.
Afterward, there were formal inquisitions into both collisions. The SANTA ROSA’s radarscope was found to be inaccurate in
foggy conditions; the CONSTITUTION’s situation was far more troublesome, even embarrassing. It seems the master of the
American Export liner was going far too fast and in thick fog. It seems he was in a hurry -- he didn’t want to be late for a dentist
appointment in Manhattan.

The Constitution at Naples in 1958

(Bill Miller Collection)
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The Santa Rosa in dry dock, at Baltimore in 1965.

(Bill Miller Collection)

SHIP NEWS by Bob Allen
WELCOME, IONA: P&O Cruises passengers, after a widely publicized poll, have chosen the name IONA for their latest
newbuild. She will share her name with the beautiful Inner Hebridean island, along the Scottish coast. Ending in the traditional
letter ”A,” she will be the first so-named in the line’s 182-year history. The 180,000-ton ship will join the fleet in the spring of
2020.

P&O’s IONA, as she will appear when completed in 2020.

(P&O Cruises)
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SHANGHAI EXPRESS: COSTA VENEZIA is the chosen name for Costa’s first ship built specifically for the Chinese market.
The 135,000-ton, 5,260-passenger ship will debut in Shanghai, China following a March 2019 delivery voyage from Trieste, Italy
through the Suez Canal. The vessel’s design will be inspired by the great city of Venice, and Venetian food, music and art will
be featured aboard. In other news from Costa, the 1999-built COSTA neoRIVIERA will be transferred to German-market Aida
Cruises in 2019, and will emerge as AIDAmira after an extensive refurbishment. The 48,200-ton ship is an intimate vessel in
today’s cruise industry, with accommodations for 1,196 passengers. She was built as MISTRAL in 1999 by Festival Cruises,
which is no longer in business. Costa is in the midst of their 70th Anniversary celebration year, with massive celebrations
planned on July 7 in their home city of Genoa, Italy.

COSTA VENEZIA will be dedicated to the Chines market upon completion in 2109.

(Costa Cruises)

SILVER MERGER: Ultra-luxury operator Silversea Cruises, family-owned since their founding nearly 25 years ago, will be twothirds owned by Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. by year’s end. The giant Miami-based RCCL will purchase a majority ownership
in Silversea for approximately $1 Billion. The merger will give RCCL access to the luxury and expedition markets, Silversea’s
core business. Currently a nine-ship fleet (5 luxury and 4 expedition vessels), Silversea has two 42,000-ton sister ships to the
SILVER MUSE (2017) under construction. Silversea Executive Chairman Manfredi Lefebvre d’Ovidio, stated that they have
been courted by numerous entities, but that RCCL CEO Richard Fain tuned out to be a “kindred spirit.” As for Fain, he is
“thrilled beyond words.” Once he found words, he said that “Silversea is a crown jewel, and the acknowledged leader in luxury
and expedition cruising, two key markets that are poised for growth.” Silversea CEO Roberto Martinoli will retain his position,
operating Silversea as before, but both cruise lines expect to many advantages from the synergies of the merger. Each of the
three largest US-based cruise conglomerates will soon have a 6-star line, as Seaborne is part of the Carnival Corporation, and
Regent Seven Seas is in the NCL family.

SILVER WHISPER is one of Silversea’s ultra-deluxe ships.

(Bob Allen)
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